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Mr. P1ESSE: Some people are very
good to them. It is perhaps to be re-
gretted that more has not been done for
the aborigines. Except for the Protector
of Aborigines, it seems to be nobody’s
business to look after them. I make no
apology whatever for stressing the neces-
sity for doing something for them, be-
eause I know from experience what they
kave suffered. Some of them have had
barely sufficient food to keep them alive.
After all, if the clause were inserfed in
the Bill, there would be some direction to
the Lotteries Commission that the abori-
gines are entitled te something. They are
human beings. Some people seem to think
they have no soul and no feelings. It is
scandalous to think that little children,
some of them almost as white as ouwr own
have to suffer as these children have suf-
fered during recent vears.

The Premier: At Wagin the pcople
would not let some of them go to the same
school as their step-hrothers and step-
sisters.

Mr. PIESSE: Perhaps that is so.

The CHATIRMAN: I do not think we
had better diseuss that to-night.

Mr. PIESSE: At present there is no
instruction fo the Lotteries Commission by
this House that the aborigines should be
provided for.

The Premier: This would not be an in-
struction to them.

Mr. PIESSE: It would be specified in
the Act.

The Premier;
struetion.

The PTIESSE: The Commission would
take it as an indication that the abori-
gines were provided for by the Act.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I de-
sire to make it very clear that I do not
oppose the clause, because I consider the
object to be a worthy one, but it is un-
necessary to include the clause in the Bill,
JThere is ample provision already. Re-
presentation ean be made to the right
quarter for this matter to be dealt with.
It is the opinion of members that the
commission should have a free hand, that
they should not be influenced in any way
and that the Minister should have no con-
trol over the commission. I am surprised
that the hon. membher has allowed 12
months to elapse before making represen-
tations to the commission on this subjeet.

It would ‘not be an in-
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Hundreds of matters are referred to that
organisation.

Mr. Wise: More unworthy objects tban
this have perhaps received help.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I will
assist the hon. member fo place this matter
before the eommission, but T object to any
unnecessary amendment being embodied in
the Act. In fact, the proposed new clause
iz completely oub of order.

The CHAIRMAN: That is a reflection
upon the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I apolo-
eise. The object itself is a worthy one, and
shounld receive consideration at the hands of
the commission, but it should not be speci-
fied in the way suggested, in an Act of Par-
liament.

New clause put and negatived.
Title agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.,

1, Land Tax and Income Tax.
Without amendment.

2, Constitution Acts Amendment.
With amendments.

House adjowrned ut 11.3 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 23rd November, 1933,
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LOAN ESTIMATES, 1933-24,
Message.

Message from the Lient.-Governor received
and read, transmitling the Loan Estimates
for the year 1933-34 and recommending ap-
propriation.

In Committes of Supply,

The Houze having resolved into Comnittee
of Supply tv consider the loan Fstimates;
Mr. Slepman in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £82,259;

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
{(Hon. P. Collier—Boulder) [4.33]: The
total Loan Estimates for this year show a
substantial increase on the expenditure of
last year. 1 atn aware that there is a con-
siderable volume of thought in the commun-
ity that in these times the loan expenditure
ought fo he considerably eurtailed. But hav-
ing regard to the fact that industry has not
yet recovered from the depression of the last
three years, and that consequently large
numbers of men are not being employed in
industry as they were formerly, there is need
for Government to do something in the way
of finding work for those numbers who have
been unemployed for so long a period. It
is argued, teo, that to go in for any consider-
able amount of loan expenditure only adds
to our difficulties in financing, in that it in-
ereases expenditure on the Revenue Tsti-
mates in order to meet interest charges. But
when one examines the situation, it is found
that that is not really so. It is much hetter
to horrow money to-day in ovder to find
work for the men who are out of work, io
put them into useful employment in the
community, if not on entirely reproductive
work—Dbecause nobody would elaim that the
whole of the work on which our sustenance
men are being engaged is of a direetly re-
productive character. Yet it is, T think, or
most of it will he, indirectly reproductive,
in that the State will get the benefit of it in
the expenditure in the years to come. Bnt
if those men were not emploved on works
from loan funds, there would he a charge on
revenne for sustenance. That, ultimately,
is a charge upon loan funds, seeing that the
State has a very considerable deficit of aboul
three-quarters of a million which, if that
money were not borrowed in order to em-
ploy those men and so take them off susten-
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atice, would jnevitably vesult in a Jargely in-
creased deficit. As we know, deficits are
always covered by borrowed money. Se, if
instead of horrowing money now in order
to employ men, we had a reduced amount
and kept them on sustenance, our sustenance
expenditure from revenue would be about
double, and consequently onr defieit for the
year would be increased by £300,000 or
£400,000, and so we would have to borrow
that money to meet our deficit. Therefore,
it is the Detter policy to do it this way, by
which men will be oeeupied in some useful
work, than it would be to keep them on sus-
tenance, under which system no results at all
would be obtained, and still we would have
to borrew an equal amount at the end of the
financial year to moke good the defieit in-
eurred by the larger expenditure of money
on sustenance.

The Minister for Employment: And the
effect on the men would be detrimental.

The PREMIER: Yes, that is s No one
will question that even the sturdiest men
deteriorate when unemployed, lose their
character and individuality when they have
heen on sustenanee for two or three years.
That is inevitable in even the best of meun.
So it is mueh better that we should obtain
money by these means to get them employed,
more patticularly as the financial results will
be just the same; for had we not obtained
this inereased amount of loan money this
vear, our expenditure on sustenance would
he just about double what we expect it to
be, and that would add to our defleit, and
the money would have to be borrowed at the
end of the vear. So the larger amount of
loan money does not in faet inerease our
indebtedness for the year. The amount
asked for this year iy £2,686,311. The ex-
pendltuu. last vear was £2,217,982, or an
increase of £4US,379 As T say, if we had
obtained only tke amount of last year, that
£468,329 would have shown as expenditure
in the Revenue BEstimates, and would have to
be horrowed to make good the difference. The

expenditure last venr was as follows—
£
Departmental 72,705
Railways and Trmnways 178,889
Harhours . 235,722
Water Supply . 737,241
Development of Gioldfields 20,658
Development of Agriculture 735,156
Miscellancous .. 228,681

this year is
provision of

The
rendered possible by

inereased expenditore
the
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the additional Joan monev whiech we have
been able to obtain through the Loan Coun-
al, last vear the total availakle was
£2,100,000, including the Commonwealth
Grant for relief of unemployment. £145,000,
which was not a loan at all bnt was a grant
from the Commonwealth for the relief of
unemployment, and was not shown in the
Loan Estimates. This year we anticipate that
the sum which will he available to the Gov-
ernment is £2,750,000. Tts distribntion will
be as follows:—

£
Departmental .. 82,259
Railways and Tramw: |',~. +04,500
Harhours . 269,000
Water Supply .. 785,500
Develapment of (Gald fields 110,000
Development  of ‘\gﬁon]{'nre 798,052
Misgellaneous .. 237,000
Hon. W. D. J ohnsml How will that

money be secured? There is no grant.

The PREMIER: No. Harbours will earn
their own cost, and water supply will cover
its own eost. but I am not sure about agri-
culture covering its own interest charges.
The greater proportion of the increased ex-
penditure for this year relates to railways.
Provision is made for two new lines, Yuna-
Dartmoor £10,000, and Southern Cross-
southward £10,000. But most of the rail-
way expenditure will be on additions and
improvements to open railways, for which
£300,000 is provided as against an expendi-
ture last year of £76,697. This is a very
great increase, from £766,607 spenl last
year additions and improvements ic open
railwavs, ns against £300,000 provided this
vear. The increase, of course. is due fo
curtailment of expenditure in past years,
which necessitates increased alloeations on
additions and improvements this year. A
fairly large part of that sum is for what
are known as belated repairs. Tn ordinary
eircumstances this money would he found
from general revenue, but it is not possible
te do it now; in fact it bas not heen done
at all for many vears past; so it is paid
from loan and will be recouped by allo-
cating the amount” from working expenses
over a number of years; instead of charg-
ing the whole of the expenditure thiz year
to working expenses, it will be paid out of
loan and will be recouped out of working
expenses over a number of years.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That will be a new
trust fund, which we have not had in the
past.

2077

The PREMIER: Yes, that has been the
practice for a number of years: it has heen
paid out of suspense and reconped over a
number of vears to the fund. Al relaving
is done on that principle.

Mr Stubbs: Tt does
rolling stock?

The PREMIER: XNo.
Estimates provision for additional rolling
stock, which is nrgently needed. The sum
of £300,000 is for additions and improve-
ments to railways and £20,000 has been pro-
vided for additional stock.  The principal
work will be the super-healing of locomo-
tives and the construction of 50 sheep
trucks. The principal works at present in
hand are the Speneer’s Brook-Northam
duplication, cstimated to cost £30,000, and
the duplication east of the tunnel, estimated
to cost £47,000. Other works which were
in hand at the end of the last finaneial year,
and which will be eompleted this year, are
the Bridgetown-Jarnadup railway, the Lake
Grace-Karlgarin railway, and the Meeka-
tharra-Wiluna railway. Expenditnre will
also be ineurred in the deviation of the
Eastern Goldfields line between Kellerberrin
and Bungulla; the regrading at Hines Hill,
estimated to cost £45,000; the completion of
the Mnullewa-Narngulu regrading, estimated
to eost £36,000; and sundry miner works
estimated to cost £62,000. The regrading
of railways is very valuable work. As a
matter of fact, I ecannot understand why
Governments in past years have not pro-
ceeded with it, because we have long
stretches of railway, about four-fifths of
which is of a good even grade. It might be
one in 80. Then we have a few miles where
the grade is one in 40 and, of course, the
Joad that an engine can draw iz governed
hy the steepest grade on the line. I am very
sorry that Parliament did noi embark on
this regrading work many years ago. If
one travels on some of the south-western
railways, parfienlarly on the lines to Bridge-
town and from Brunswick to Collie, one can
get out and walk alongside the train nearly
all the way. That, of course, greatly in-
creases runping costs and involves loss of
time, whilst limiting the weight of the load
to be pulled, and so on. Regrading is really
reproductive work, because it will lower the
operafing cost of the railways and
so benefit the whole system. In trying
to map out a programme of employment

not inelude new

There is on the
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upon which te spend the loan woney Budget. That work is not being provided

that will be available this year, we have
sought as far as possible to proceed with
this regrading work, and we have heen
agsisted in our efforts by the engineers of
the department. The whole of the money
will be expended upon labour, as no new
material will he vequired. The grade will
simply be lowered and the rvails put down
again. The Government consider that re-
grading is economical, useful and repro-
ductive and, as 1 say, it will resnlt in o
reduction of the working eosts of the rail-
ways in the years to c¢ome.

My, Latham: Regrading can bardly be
culled belated repairs.

The PREMIER: I am not dealing with
helated repairs.

Mr. Latham: Of course, the cost will
come out of the £300,000.

The PREMIER: I did uot say that
£300,000 was for helated repairs only, That
sum covers all additions and improvements,
inclnding regrading. If I conveyed thag
impression, I did not intend to do so.

Mr. Latham: Really, a big portion of
the £300,000 is for deviation and regrading.

The PREMIER: Yes. In round figures,
the belated repairs will eost £100,000. The
other works I have enumerated, regrading,
deviation

Mr. Latham: They will run inte about
£150,000.

The PREMIER: Yes. In the Eshimates
the sum of £10,000 is provided to complete
the installation of the trolley buses.

Mr. Latham: That is already spent.

The PREMIER: Yes, but it comes into
this year's Estimates. The sum of £10,000
is provided for proposed extensions of the
tramlines at Vietoria Park and Wembley.
I know many members will guestion the
wisdom of further tramway construction at
this stage, when everything is uncertain
witl: respect to transport in the future; hut
these are not new lines, they are merely
short extensions of existing lines designed
to serve inereasing population beyond the
termini of the existing linez. Buses would
not he prepared ito ecater for that service.

Ar. Thorn: Have vouw got the rails?

The PREMIER: Yes. and they are paid
for; so we may as well proceed with the
work. We could not organise a bus service
for a short section of half a mile beyond
an existing framwav.  Then fthere is the
additional unit at the Tast Perth power
houze tn which vefprence was made on the

for in this year's Loan Lkstimates; The
method of finaneing it was discussed at
the recent meeting of the Loan Couneil and
it is hoped that the whole of the expendi-
ture can be ineurred without placing an
undue strain on loan resources. Hon. mew-
bers are no doubt familiar with what is
proposed to be done in this comnection ns
# result of statements that appeared in the
Press, partienlarly the statement made by
the Minister for Works on his return from
the meeting of the Loan Council. In brief,
it is proposed to purchase the waterial re-
quired, by the issue of debentures, which
will be repayable over a period of 15 years,
One debeninre will be redeemed out of the
General Loan Fund each year. ‘I'he cost
is esthnated at £460,000 and, instead of
baving to find the whole of that amount
this year, one-fifteenth of the total amount
will appear in each year's Loan Estimates.
The amount will he raised in Great Britain,

Mr. Stubbs: At what rate of inlevest, 5
per cent.? .

The PREMIER: No, not more than 4
per cent. The rate has not yet been scttled,
but I am quite certain the money can be
obtained 2t 4 per cent.

Mr. Latham: Four per cent. in England

represents 5 per cent. here,

The PREMIER: Yes, with exchange
added,
Mr. Latham: You have not yet veally

completed your arrangements?

The PREMTER : No. The consent of the
Loan Couneil mnst be obtained and that is
being sought now. Immediately the consent
is given—it is being obtained by telegram
from the members of the Loan Council—
I hope to introduce a Bill giving
ns the necessary authority to proceed on
those lines. Negotiations with manufac-
turers who will be tendering for the sup-
ply of matevial disclose that the method
of finance I have sugmested will be satis-
factory to them. There are several firms
and companies in Great Britain who ave
willing to tender, so that it will not be a
question of letting the contract to one par-
tieular firm or company. There will be
competition, because, as T say, several com-
panies are willing to finnnce on the basis
T have mentioned. I think the proposed
arrangement a very good one. We shall
be ahle to raise the money at about the
same vate of interest as we would have
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to pay if we borrowed it direet from Lon-
don. .

AMr. Latbam: 1t would be cheaper to
borrow the money here, if thal were pos-
sible.

The PREMIER: 1t cannot be done. L do
not know that it would be much cheaper,
either. Take the recent loan of £10,000,-
GUU; that is not cheaper money than can
be obtained in London.

Mr. Latham: That was at 34 per ceni.
You will not get the money you require un-
der 4 per cent.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You have to pay ex-
ehange.

The PREMIER: If we borrow the money
Liere we shall have to pay exchange just
the same. The bank rate of interest to-
sag in London is about 1 per cent.; in
fuet, according to this moerning’s paper,
it is a fraction under 1 per cent.

AMr. Latham: 1 hope you get it for 1 per
cent.

The PREMIER: Seeing that the bank
rate in London is 1 per cent, 1 do not
think there will be any difiiculty whatever
in obtaining debentures at 3% per cent.,
Lbecause that rate in Great Britawn is con-
sidered very good, particularly if the seeu-
rity offered is gilt-edged, as Australian
stocks are considered to be to-day. With
regard to harbours and rivers, the only
new expenditure is on the Esperance jetty.
Complaints bave been received for some
years past respecting the safety of that
Jetty. It is stated that it ean only be
used in calm weather, and the fear has
been expressed that vessels might refuse
70 load wheat therc unless the jeity is re-
paired. As a matter of fact, an intima-
tion was given by the agents of the ship-
owners that they would refuse to allow
vessels to proceed to Esperance to lift
wheat, on account of the danger to ship-
ping. Having regard to the large amount
of public funds invested in the Esperance
distriet, per medium of the Agricultural
Bank, and the expenditure there on rail-
ways and water supplies, it i1s considered
advisahle to proceed with this work, be-
eause unless shipping facilities are pro-
vided it is possibie that all the money
spent in the district will be lost. Although
the amount involved is considerable, there
is no escaping the expenditure unless, as
1 say, we are prepared to abandon the
Fsperance district and write off all the
public money invested there. The estimated

[#6]
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expenditure on the jetty for this year is
£40,000. The piles are already being cut
and the work will be commenced in Janu-
ary and proceeded with as rapidly as pos-
sible, so that the jetty will be completed
for the next harvesi. The total estimated
cost of the work is £120,000. At the close of
the last financial year, work was in pro-
gress al Fremantle, Geraldton and PRun-
bury. Work is, and has been, proceeding
at those ports, with the exception of Bun-
bury, each year. The expenditure is an
annual one and has not varied to any grsat
extent. A large sum of money has been
exspended on harbour works at Geraldton
during the past six or eight years and it
is necessary to push on with it in order
to get it eompleted, so that full use may be
made of the harbour. The expenditure on
the Bunbury harbour is heavier; in faet,
the work there only commenced during
the last [financial year, so the ex-
penditure this year will be consider-
ably in exeess of that of last year,
I do not feel too confident about the
suceess of the Bunbury harbour operations,
There has always been trouble there with
silting and other things. This, however, is
a serious attempt to remedy the difficulties,
and will involve the State, not only in an
expenditure of £40,000 for this year, but
somewhere sbout the same amount for sev-
cral years to come. I hope, as o result of
this expendituve, that our good friends at
the port of Bunbury will be suiisfied, and
cease to have fhe grievance in regard to their
harbour that they have nurzed in their
hosoms for some years.

Mr. Withers: This is only a portion of the
CGovernment scheme,

The PREMIER: There is always a Gov-
ernment scheme. 1t is like the expenditure
of loan money in many other directions. Al-
though it is not immediately reproduective, it
will be reproductive at some time. In years
gone by we have justified the expenditure
of considerable snms of money on the ground
that it will ultimately prove reproductive,

Mr. Doney: Do vou mean that by the ex-
penditure of the larger sum this year you
are likely to overcome the silting difficulty?

The PREMIER: I am looking forward
to further considerable expenditure nest
year. What I am concerned about is that,
even when the job is supposed to be com-
pleted, we may not have overcome the silting
difficulty.
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Mr. Doney: That is the doubt that is
troubling me.

Mr. Ferguson: It is a Kathleen Mavour-
neen expenditure,

The PREMIER: That may be so. \With
regard to water supplies, the only new work
on hand is the commencement of the dam
at Canning. This has been undér considera-
tion for many years. It is evident that with
the growth of the population in the metro-
politan area, and the consequent increase in
the amount of water required, the provision
of an adequate water supply can no longer
he delayed. The alternative would he to in-
crease the number of hoves. That iz not
congidered desirable. The total cost of the
dum is estimated at £1,260,000. Tts con-
struction will be spread over eight years. It
should be possible to draw npon the dam
in the summer of 1935-36, and from then on
an inereased supply will be available cach
year. This i3 net included in the general
amount set down for water supply, but a
sam of £80,000 is provided for this year,
The sewerage and drainage works in the
raetropolitan area were continued lJast year
at a cost of £116,085. The area where the
operations are being continued is comprised
in portions of Nedlands, Follywood and
Wembley. Drainage works were provided
in the Maylands-Inglewood distriet, and a
eommencement has heen made with drain-
are at Shenton Park. It is proposed to eon-
tinue these works thronghout the vear. A
sum of £120,000 has been provided.

Mr. Stubbs: They are all payable, ave
they not?

The PREMIER: T am afraid some are
nol payable. I do not know that the May-
lands-Inglewood drainage scheme will pay.

Mr. Stubbs: A good rate has been struck.

The PREMIER: Yes, The cost is heavy.,
It 13 a large drain of about 6 feet in dia-
meter. 1t goes through a part of Maylands
which is not closely populated, although the
land itself will he rated. 7The department
charges a rate whether a person gets any
service or not. I have been paying rates on
my place for 20 years., but there is no drain-
age there. The drains are lower down. I
suppose the water from ny hill goes into
those drains, and that this is why T have to
carry my share of the rates. One pays wafer
rates, also, whether the water is used or not.
A survey is being made of Claremont and
the surrounding disiricts, and it is proposed
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to provide sewerage comneclions as scon as
the plans are prepared,

Mr. Raphael: Did you say Victoria Park?

The PREMIER: That wili come into an-
otber seheme south of the river. The Clure-
mont scheme will link up with that of Subi-
aco, and the sewerage will be carvied
off through the same outfall. The sum
of £120,000 is provided this year for
renovations and extensions to water supply
mains. The expenditure on this work last
year was £102,565. It is hoped that by re-
lining the water mains their life will be
considerably extended and the quality of
the water improved, a very desirable object.
This will pleasc the member for North
Perth., In connection with water supplies
for towns, it is proposed to construct a new
reservoir at Collie, whilst at Geraldion ex-
tensive improvements to the reservoir and
mains will be carried out.

Mr. Latham: Is the work not finished
there yet?

The PREMIER.: It is like the Bunbury
harbour. When one scheme is completed,
it is found necessary to start another. 1
think this is the third scheme that has been
gone on with at Geraldton; it is ecrtainly
the second one.

The Minister for Railways: It is only a
question of replacing the mains,

The PREMIER: It appears that extreme
difficulty has been experienced at Gerald-
ton in obtaining a satisfactory catchment
aren. The existing dam was roofed over
in order to prevent the evaporation of
water, A satisfactory water supply is of
vital importance to Geraldion, owing to the
requirements of shipping as well as to the
growth of the town. Something must be
done there. For a number of years the
people of Geraldton bave suffered from the
worst water supply of anyv town of iis
size in Australia. I went there on several
occasions intending to stay a week, but left
the next day. Other country towns have
made requests for improvements to their
water supplies, and each of these is being
investigated. The drainage and irrigation
wotks of last year will be carried on dur-
ing the present vear. These were for the
most part started by the previous Govern-
ment. The prineipal works are—the Wel-
lington dam and Collie River irrigation
scheme, the Harvey River diversion, the
Waroona irrigation, and the snagging of
rivers, It is anticipated that the Welling-
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ton dam will be compleied before the cnu
of the vear. Most of the works are well
on the way to vompletion. The expenditure
provided for this year shows a decresse
on that of last year of something like
L200,000. This is due to the fact that the
works are necaring completion. The sum
of £160,000 is provided for the goldfields
water supply. Last vear the amount was
£54,000.

Mr. Stubbs: The pipe line has been down
tur 33 years.

The PREMIER: This money is required
for reconditioning and renewing the main
pipe line in order to prevent losses from
lenkages. The renovations, which are only
to the main pipe line, and the cement lin-
ing, will absorb £48,000, and new wood
pipes will vost £64,000. The wood pipes are
being wmade loeally from our own timber.
Ti 15 consudered by the engineers that these
pipes, which have only been introduced dur-
ing the last year or two, are equal to steel
pipes.

Mr. Stubbs: Has their life been proved?

The PREMIER: Very exhaustive tests
have been made, and it was not until care-
ful consideration had heen given to the
matter that the engineers decided there was
no risk in using them,

Mr. Latham: They bhave been used in
Vietoria to my knowledge for 20 years.

The PREMIER : For steel pipes the sum
of £51,000 has been provided. The main
has heen Inid for so many vears that there
is considerahle leakage all the way along
the track. The pipes are old, and consider-
abla expense has to he ineurred in patrol
work, Far some years past the Railway
Deparlment have been obliged constantly
to patrol the railway line. The pipe line
runs inside the railway fence, and, if there
was a =erious bhursf, it might eause a wash-
away of the line and bring about a serious
aceident.  This patrol work eosts between
£5.000 and £6,000 a year. The mistake was
made in the first place in running the pipe
line alongside the railway. In every case
where a new section is renewed, it is laid
away from the railway, and that is why
oceasionally we see a section of the pipe line
a quarter of a mile from the train. This is
done in order to minimise the risk from
burst pipes and the possibility of a railway
aceident ocenrring.

Mr. Rodoreda: Why use any steel pipes
at all if wood pipes are satisfactory?

2081

The PREMIER: In some parts of the
line the pressure is low on the gravitation
side, and wood pipes can he put in there,
but where the pressure is high, steel pipes
are used. TUnder the heading of develop-
irent of mining, ihe amount l;m\'ided this
year is £110,000, compared with £29,588
last year. The excess expenditure is due to
the desire of the Government to encourage
men who were previously on sustenance to
take up prospecting. Tt iz estimated that
the prospecting scheme will cost about
£80,000 this year. About 2,000 men are en-
maged in it, and it is gratifying to note the
number who have obtained satisfactory re-
sults. It is also neeessary to provide addi-
tional money for extensions to State bat-

" teries owing to the inerease in the tonnage

of ore sent in for treatment. An idea of
the increase may be gathered from the fol-
lowing figures:—
Ist January to 31st October, 1932—64,730
tons milled; 50,679 tons cyanided,

1st January to 31st October, 1933—735,608
tons miled; 68,850 evanided.

it is estimated that the guantities for this
year will be 93,000 tons milled and 92,000
cyanided, n totai of 185,000 tons, at the
State batteries. Gold production for the
first ten months of 1933 shows a gratifying
inecrense over the production for the same
period in 1432; 523,923 fine ounces have
been produced this year, as against 499,551
fine ounces last year, That is a bright spot
in the induostries of the State, as regards
the number of men employed and the in-
crenged tonnage treated not only at State
hatteries but at all other batteries as well.
We are reverting to something like the
yield we had 12 years ago. It is to be borne
in mind, too, that the price of gold is now
over £6 per ounce. I feel that many people
do not realizse the part the indusiry has
played in saving Western Australia from a
much worse position than otherwise it
wouwld have been in during the past two or
three years. Under the heading of “Agri-
culture” there is an amount this year of
£788,000, compared with last vear’s expen-
diture of £733,000. Included in this year’s
amount is a sum of £325,000 for the Agri-
cultural Bank; and £85,000 is provided for
assistance to settlers under the Industries
Asgistance Board. The requirements of the
Group BSettlement Scheme cali for a sum
of £47000. The work covered by this
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sum does not include certain special settle-
ments established by the previous Govern-
ment, which are of necessity being con.
tinned. I refer to Norpalup, Nannup, and
Napier River. 'The uumbers of settlers at
those three places are 79, 57, and 19 respec-
tively. In addition, work ¢n the Frankland
River land clearing is being continued. As
regards the Forests Department, provision
is made for £130,000 for the current year’s
work, and to elear last year’s Loan Sus.
pense Account of £10,052; a total of
£340,052. The whole of the £130,000 will
be spent on relief work, and 90 per cent. of
the expenditure will be in the form of

wages. The works to he carried out are:—
£
Jarrah reforestation 90,200
Pine planting afforestation 24,500
Mallet reforestation 5,800
Karri reforestation 2,000
Torests settlements 7,500

It is proposed to continne the work of estab-
lishing new crops of young timber on areas
heavily eut over hy both sawmillers and hew-
ers. The following partienlars will indicate
the nature of the work heing undertaken:—
Firstly, the opening up of old timber tram-
lings and fracks as lines of aceess; and
the clearing of ndditional seraper tracks
to form a basis for controlled burning opera-
tions, thus eliminating the danger of scrions
fire damage. Secondly, the thinning and
improvement of existing re-growth which
is capable of developing into marketable
timber. Thirdly, re-stocking, by means of
natural regeneration, those areas which are
at present carrying only useless trees and
malformed re-growih. Next, as to pine
planting. The results of the work carried
out during the past year have been most
encouraging. This year additional aveas
attached to existing plantations will De
cleared and prepared for planting, during
the next season, in localities where past
results justify the anticipation of success-
ful growth. The object of this work is
to provide for a large proportion of the
softwood requirements of the State, for
which in normal years approximately £200,-
000 is sent overseas. The money is not
even spent in Australia. The whole of
that annual expenditore of £200,000 would
have been saved to the State had we em-
harked wpon pine planting an proper lines
long ago. It was done in a small way some
30 years ago near Busselton, but the enter-
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prise proved a failure because of the lack
of trained foresters in the departwent at
the tine. Latterly the work has extended
every vear; and I offer an invitation to
hon, meinbers who would care to do so, and
ean make the neeessary arrangements to
visit the pine plantations behind the Mun-
daring  Weir, on the catehment of the
Helenn River. 1 am sure very few mem-
bers, and very few of the public know the
extent of those pine plantations, and the
magnilicent growth taking place there.
Mr. Stubbs: Are our pine plantations
similar in quality to the pine we import?
The PREMIER: Yes; high quality pine.
The development in the catehment of the
Mundarving Weir it wonderful. 1 hope
hon. members will avail themsetves of an
opportunity to visit it some day, so that
they may learn what is being done. Pine
takes only abont 30 years to ecome to malu-
rity. Tf we keep on planting year after
year, within 30 years we shall have a rota-
tion of erops in pine just as in harvests.
As a year’s requirements are cut, fresh
planting is continued, and the sane grovnd
15 gone over again and again,  Thus we
shall be ennbled to supply our own re-
yuirements. 'he pine plantations of France
are worth about £3,000,000 a year to that
country. The French just eut and plant
each year for their requirements, and there
is no risk of any shortage. The same thing
could easily be done with the greater areas
in Western Australia suitable for pine
planting. The undertaking has now been
placed on a secientific basis. Allhough we
shall not get much benefit from it for a
faw years, the next generation will reap
the advantage of the work now being done
in this direetion. Taking in all costs, in-
cluding interest on the money expended,
the erop will be profitable to the State.
This year the Forests Department have
nlso launched out in the direction of mal-
let reforestation. The poorer classes of
country in the Narrogin distriet, hitherto
unproduetive, are being utilised for the
propagation of mallet, the bark of which,
as is known to hon. members, is remark-
ably rieh in tannin. During last year
1,579 acres were sown, making the total
area treated in this manner 3,978 acres.
It is proposed to sow a further area dur-
ing the current vear, in conjunction with
the thinning of existing groups of natnr-
allv regenerated forest, and further fire-
lines will be extended. The fact that the
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Wagin Municipality and Road Board bave
handed over certain areas to the control
of {be Forests Department is indicative ot
the public interest in reforestation of
waste lands with mallet. The local people
have undertaken to look after the planta-
tion, to keep a watch for fires, and gener-
ally to superintend the undertaking. As
regards karri teforestation, settlement has
taken place over the bulk of the cul-over
karri forests, but a substantial ares has
been dedicated as a State karri Lorest. Tn
the Manjimup district considerable pro-
aress has also heen made with regeneration
of karri, and smaller areas at Boranup and
Yanmah have received atlentivon. At the
¢lose of the last financial year a total of
8,700 acres of ent-over karri land had re-
ceived silvienltural treatment. In the
Publie Works Department £80,000 is pro-
vided for roads and bridges, this sum be-
ing irrespective of expenditure by the
Main Roads Board on Federal aid roads.
For the latier, this year’s estimate
is  £345,000, as against last year’s
expenditure of £374,000. [Last year’s ex-

penditure on  roads and bridges was
£83,000, made up as follows:—
£

Boyup RBrook-Cranbrook-road 34,250
Armadale-Brogkton-road 9,869
Nannup-FPemherton-roard 8,175
Frankland-Naroalup-road 10,074
Manjimup-Nernalup-road 17,636
If the member for Nelsen (Mr. J. H.

Smith) were present, he would he glad to
hear that the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook-rnad
is 2 road which can be turned into 2 rajlway.
Rails are very high in price, and the
money for them is sent overseas; hut when
the State is in a position to purchase the
necessary rails, they ean he laid upon the
road which is being constructed. Work on
the other roads is still being carried on, and
all of them should he concluded this year.
In addition, reconstruetion of the Merredin-
Kaigoorlie, Geraldton-Northampton, and
Lake Grace-Ravensthorpe roads has been
put in hand. Publie buildings are in a state
of extreme dilapidation, and have heen so
during the last few years. Tt is necessary,
therefore, to provide a large amount of
moneyv for renovations. In a number of
cases the roofs are completely mone, gutters
are allowing rainwater to run down the walls,
and external painting has not been done for
years. Tt is impossible to allow this state
of affairs to continue any longer. AL the
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Clavemont Hospitsl for Insane the over-
crowding is so great that the construction
of an additional ward for female patients
haz become imperative. The work has com-
menced, and £21,000 for it has bheeu placed
on these Loan Estimates. The work is very
hadly needed, and it could not he delaved
any longer. Fxtensions, long overdue, of
the Midland abattoirs have also been forced
oh the (iovernment, and will eost an addi-
tional £50,000 this year. The state of affuirs
existing there at present doees not allow the
work to he earried on in a proper manner,
and wounld ultimately lead to trouble ana
possibly to loss. As a matter of faet, the
Government make a profit on the running
of the abattoirs. There is a pood demand
for assistance under the Workers’ Homes
Act. At present 131 applications are heing
held. These, at an average expenditure of
a little over £604, represent approximately
£80,000. From their own funds, represent-
ing repayment, the Workers’ Tlomes Board
have approximately £30,000 available for
investmeut during this financial year. All
such funds available up to the 3lst Decem-
ber next have already been absorbed. For
some time applications bave nob been re-
reived, owing to the board’s inability to ad-
vise applicants definitely when these mat-
ters will be finalised. It is considered that
if funds were available, uumerons applica-
tions would be lodged. In addition to the
£30,000 of the hoard’s fundsz, an amount of
£35,000 is provided on these Loan Estimates,
making a total of £65,000 for the financial
veur.

Mr. Latham: A considerable number of
workers” homes are on the hoard’s hands,
are they not?

The PREMIER: T do not think so.

Mr. Latham: It is so, according to adver-
tisements on the trams. _

The PREMIER: It may bhe that the
Workers' Tlomes Board advertise that they
have homes available, but these will pro-
habix be soldiers’ homes, the property of
the Repatriation Department, although ad-
vertised as workers’ homes. Reverting to
the total of £65,000 available for the cur-
rent year, [ should mention that applica-
tions already on hand are wore than sunffi-
cient to ahsorh the amount.

Mr. Stubbs: Many of them are over-
capitalised,
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The PREMIER : Possibly, but they were
over-capitalised when the homes were under
the econtrol of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Latham: Civilians can buy those
homes.

The PREMIER: I suppose they can.

Mr, Doney: T know quite a number of
homes, not rsoldiers’ homes, that are avail-
able and nnocenpied.

The PREMIER:
that.

Mr. Doney: 1t is so.

The PREMIER: There are many locali-
ties where these hounses could be construeted,
bt we ave not receiving any applications
now through the YWorkers’ Homes Board,
because no money is available and there is
already a long list of applicants awaibing
consideration,

Mr. Rodoreda: The board
much for the old homes.

The PREMIER: A suggestion was made
that the board should erect skeleton houses
on the outskirts of the metropolitan area.
Those homes wounld be at a lower cost than
the ordinary workers’ homes, but the board
do not favour the idea as they would re-
present bad securities and would inevitably
result in a loss. Morcover, it is considered
that such an action would bring the board
in econflict with loeal authorities in regard
to permits. On the other hand, T have no
doubt thaf there are areas in the outer
suburbs where such homes counld be erected,
and would he permitted by the local authon-
ties, but, as I have indicated, the Workers’
Homes Board do not favour the proposal.

Mr. Hegney: I presume they would be
homes built after the style of those erected
under the McNess Fund, whieh cost about
£250 each.

The PREMIER: They would be somec-
thing along the same lines. The homes built
under the provisions of the Housing Trust
Act, are unlined, and have no bathrooms.
They were built very cheaply.

Mr. Latham: I think that is the sort
of homse that was contemplated when the
suggestion for skeleton houses wuas made.

The PREMIER: Yes. Regarding the
- erection of homes similar to those under the
Housing Trust Act, the board would cox-
sider anplications of that deseription for
the erection of homes in suitable areas.
These homes cost approximately £260, bul
are constructed of timber and could only
be erected in limited areas, where permitted
hy the local authorities.

[ have not heard of

require foc
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Mr. Hegney: 'There ave a number of
such areas around Bayswater.

The PREMIER: And also, | presune,
in parts of Victoria Park.
Mr. Hegney: And in

Queen’s Park.

The PREMIER: I have already pointed
ont that the Housing Trust coitages are un-
lined and are not fAtted with bhathrooms.
The hoard would not consider evecting
houses unless those features were ineluded
and the extra cost would represent between
£70 and £80. Generally speaking, the board
experience a full demand npon any funds
made available.  Regarding the Housing
Trust, all the wmoney at its disposal has
been expended. It will be remembered that
£7,000 was provided by Sir Charles MeNess
and £15,000 was provided by the State from
the Commonwealth grant for the relief of
unemployment, which amounted to £145,000.

Mr. Latham: The money was taken ont
of the grant before the one yon wention.

The PREMIER.: At any rate, practic-
ally £22,000 has heen spent by the Trust in
erecting houses, and there is no money in
the fund now. No new cottages have been
built for over 12 months. Small repav-
ments that are received by the Trust are
being utilised to complete the lining of
houses alveady erected. Very small repay-
ments are asked and if the tenant is not
in a position to pay anything, no demand
is made upon him. Where they ean pax
Js. or 50 a week those payments arve utilised
in the direction T have indicated.

Mr. Hegney: They are very comfortable
homes for old age pensioners and for others
who could not have a home otherwise.

The PREMIER : They represent the elass
of home that, if money were available, could
well be provided for many people who ean-
not afford to avail themselves of more ex-
pensive dwellings. They might he able to
finance the oceupancy of sueh homes. which
contain two or three eomfortable Tittle rooms.

My, Marshall: They would be nuite com-
fortable for invalids and for persons who
are not in a position owing to their health
fo engage in work.

The PREMIER: And if they could afford
25, 6d. or 5s. a week, thev counld provide
themselves with a fairly comfortable home.
1f they were not in a position to pay any-
thing, they ecould get them free. Tf T counld
gecure the money by some means—if we were
to have a windfall or some charitably dis-
posed person were to provide the necessary

AMelville and in
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funds—TI would be only too pleased to ex-
tend the scheme.

Miss Holman: And in the country areas,
too?

The PREMIER : There are many people
who to-day have to live in lodging houses
or rooms, who wonld be better off if they
had the advantage of one of these comfort-
able litfle eoftages, erected in one or other
of the outer suburbs. Of course, the homes
have been provided for indigent persons and
very small payments, if any at all, have
been required from approved applicants.
The average cost, aceording to the particu-
lars supplied to me, is vather higher than I
thought, hechuse T note that it ranges from
£250 to £300.

Myr. Latham: They are four-roomed houses
with a baek verandah.

The PREMIER: Someining like the cot-
tages on the group settlements?

Mr. Latham: Yes, the same design.

The PREMIER: The cost indicated is
about the same as that of a group cottage.
They arve quite comfortable and if lined and
bathrooms are provided, they would be guite
desirable, partienlarly for people who have
no possibility whatever of seenring for them-
telves nore elaborate homes.

Mr. Hegney: They are much better than
hundreds of people have in my electorate.

The PREMIER : And if money were avaii-
able I would only he too glad to extend the
seheme. That is all I have to say regarding
the Loan Estimates, and ¥ commend them
to the consideration of members. They in-
dicate the hest we have been able to do with
the money at our disposal.

Progress reporvted.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2.}

Read a third time and trapsmitted to the
Conneil.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Ccheduly of three amendments made by
the Council, now considerec.

In Committee,

Alr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Police in charge of the Bill.
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No. 1, Clanse 2—Delete this clause-

The MINISTER TOR POLICE: As the
Bill left this Chamber it contained two
clauses, one relating to exemption from
disqualification under the Consfitution Act
of any memher of Parliament who |is
also a member of the Lotteries Com-
mission, and the other emhodied the same
provision but had application to future ap-
pointments. The Council have amended the
Bill by deleting both those clauses and sub-
stituting another clause embracing the two
struck out. The effect of the amendments
is that practically the same provistons will
be ineluded in one clause of the Bill, but
they will extend only to the end of 1934, in-

stead of 1936 as originally provided.
The clanse will wvalidate what has heen
done in the past, but that provision
will not extend heyond the end of 1934.

T have consulted the Crown Law authorities,
who agree that this one clause will have the
same effect as the two clauses contained in
the prior Bill. The Crown Law anthorities
are satisfied that the Bill will overcome the
gonstitutional diffienlty. With regard to the
estension of the term, I agree there should
Le a limitation. T have no abjection to that.
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2: Clause 3—Delete this clause,
The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I
nove—

That the amendment e agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3: New Clause—Inseri a new clause
to stand as Clause 2, as follows:—

2. XNotwithstanding the provisions of
section six of the Constitution Act, 1889, or
sections thirty-two, thirty-four, thirty-seven,
thirty-eight, and thirty-nine of the Consti-
tution Acts Amendment Act, 1899, no dis-
ability, disqualifieation or penalty shall be
incurred by any person who is at present
hoth a member of Parliament and a mem-
het of the ecommission constifuted under the
Lotteries (Control) Act, 1932, by reason of
having aceepted or continuing to hold be-
fore or after the commencement of this Aect
the office of a member of the said commis-
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sion or any emolument pertaining to that
office, but no such office or emolument aris-
ing therefrom shall be held or enjoyed by
any such member of Parliament beyond the
31st day of December, one thousand nine
handred amd thirty-four.

The MINISTER FOR
move—

POLICE: I

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2.)

Second Reading.

Debate vesunied from the 21st November.

MR. STUBBS (Wapin) [547]: 'The
Minister, when introducing the Bill last
week, explained that it was designed to give
local governing bodies in any part of the
State power fo instal a system of sewerage
and drainage differing from the systems
already installed. Anything that has for its
object the improvement of the health eondi-
tions of the people should receive the sup-
port of the House. Unfartunately, many
country towns along the Great Southern
line have a contour that does not lend itself
to a cheap svstem of drainage. I speak
of the towns along the Great Southern line
because I am more familiar with them than
with towns in other parts of the State.
Many of the towns seem to have been laid
out on saucer-shaped areas and the persons
responsible for the planning of them are
greatly {o blame. Guoing back to the early
nineties, when the line was consiructed be-
tween Albany and Perth, the railway en-
gineers followed the line of least resistance.
They surveyed a track that involved the
company who built the line in the leasi pos-
sible expense. The result is that towns
along the Great Southern line are so situa-
ted that to carry out a hygienic system for
the removal of sewage and drainage is a
very expensive task indeed. Most wmuniei-
palities and road hoards have horrowed
sums of money to enable them to construet
roads, footpaihs, and reservoirs and, in
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some cases, to instal electric light and other
eonveniences. Before a Jocal authority can
proeeed with a sewerage and deep drainage
scheme, however, it is necessary that the
plans and specifications of the scheme be
submitted to the Government for approval,
and T presume, therefore, that they will be
scrutinised with great eare hy the Govern-
ment engineers before the Government ap-
prove of them. Tufortunately, during re-
cent years, the ratepayers in many country
districts have been saddled with heavy rates
and taxes for public utilities already in
existence. The depression has hit  these
countrs people very harvd, owing to the low
prices they are receiving for their
pritnary  products, The point 1 am
leading to is the danger the local gov-
erning  bodies may run  inte if they
ingur expenditure which the ratepayvers
will not be able to pay.

The Premier: The loeal governing
bodies have to get the consent of the rate-
payers before they proceced with the work.

Mr. STUBBS: The Premier is right. The
previous Labour Government constructed
a reservoir in the Wagin district to supply
the town with water. The total cost was
considerably above the amount fixed by the
(iovermment as being all that the people
of Wagin eould carry and it was ultimately
written down to £21,500. The interest on
that swi alone is a considerable amount for
a handful of people to pay. T use Wagin
as an illustration to show how easy it will
be to throw on a town a burden whieh it
will be unable to earry, especially in these
lean years. 'The member for Alhany (Mr.
Wansbrough) has mentioned that the peo-
ple of that town found their rates and
taxes so heavy that they were unable to
meet them. The Minisier stated that £G5,-
000 is to be expended at Northam. I know
nothing about the capabilities of Northam
to provide the interest on so large a sum,
as well as a sinking fund, in addition to
mecting the load of debt it may already
be carrving. The proposed scheme is one
that vequires very careful consideration.
There is not only the actual cost of con-
struetion, bui of maintenanee and pump-
ing.  If Wagin decided to instal a deep
drainage seheme, I very much doubt if,
with the 211 million gallons of water in
the reservoir, it ecould put the =cheme into
operation. | am not atiempling to oppose
the passage of the Bill, hut am merely
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poinfing out what a heavy burden will
be cast npon the taxpayers in many parts
of the State if it is decided to proceed
with schemes of the magnitude that Nor-
tham proposes te instal.

The Premier: Northam is a big town.

Mr. STUBBS: It is larger than the
towns in the Great Southern distriet, ex-
cept Albany.

The Premier: It is larger than Albany.

Mr. STUBBS: Is that so?

The Premier: Yes, three or four times
larger.

Mr. STUBBS: Clause 2 of the Bill gives
power to a local authority to raise money
for the maintenance of any sewerage
works. The other c¢lauses of the Bill are
prineipally machinery elauses. I shall men-
tion a few of the principal clanses and
explain what they mean. Clause 3 extends
the borrowing powers of a loeal authority
to enable it to provide sewerage and drain-
age; and the Government, if they choose,
enn guarantee the amount horrowed.

The Premier; We have the seeurity of
the whole town. We have guaranteed
larger sums for private individuals in one
business. We have guaranteed as much
as £60,000 for the Albanvy Woollen Mills,
and we have not much security there.

Me. STUBBS: Arve you likely to get the
£60,000 back?

The Premier: 1 do not know

Mr. Marshall: What about the arnar.
von freezing works? You will not get that
money back.

Mr. STUBBS: Clause 4 provides that
the local auwthority may strike a special
rate, in addition to the rates they are au-
thorvised to strike under the Municipalities
Aet and the Road Boards .Act.

The Premier: But councillors and road
board members are men of judgment and
know what the ratepayers can pay.

Mr. STUBBS: I am coming tuo that, 1
take it the men wlo are controlling the
affairs of local authorities arve sensible men
and will see that the scheme is a feasible
one. I am not altogether wedded to the
proposal ot allowing one particular en-
gineer (o design a scheme of drainage, be-
eause in years gone by this House has had
the experience of Government engineers
making failures of works that thev de-
signed. Since I have been a member of
the House, I know of half-a-dozen bhig
schemes that proved to he failures, wyet
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they were designed by men who were sup-
posed (v be competent.

The Premier: If the local authorities
make default, we can take possession of
the town hall. That would give us a good
income.

My, STUBBS: Clauses 6 to 9 of the Bill
either repeal or amend sections of the
prineipal Act to conform to the new power
propesed to be given to loeal governing
bodies. Another safeguard is that the
scheme must be approved by the Giovernor-
in-Couneil. Therefore, I take it that it will
bear the hall mark of the Government's
engineers. The Bill, in my opinion, sheuld
not meet with any oppoesition from mem-
bers of this Chamber. It is my intention
to support the second reading.

MR, PIESSE (Katanning) [6.0:] 1 con-
rratuiate the Minister for Health on baving
introduced the Bill. It is desired to keep
pace with the growth of our inland towns
and other ecentres of population and to
instal a modern sewerage system. 1 ean
understand that the Bill wounld more closely
fit in with a schems that is to be embarked
upon hy the municipality of Northam.
There, I helieve, the question of deep sewer-
age has been under consideration for some
time. That town las arrived at the stage
at which, with the approval of the rate-
payers, it can undertuke this work. From
the Minister's speech, and from what I know
of the people of Northam, there is every
possibility of the work being begun at no
distont date. But I am not so hopeful that
towns like Wagin, Narrvogin and Katanning
will be able to take advantage of this Bill
if it becomes law, though the lgeal authori-
ties in Lhose places are hopeful in that diree-
tion. As the Minister has pointed out, a
partial scheme wag installed at Katanning.
It provided for the carrying away of liqnid
waste, but only from a limited portion of
the district. The local road hoard came to
the conelusion that it would he very much
more economnical to sewerage the liquid waste
than to eart it away. and Parliament was
eoodl enough last seszion at the requext of the
read hoard, to pass an amendment of the
Health Met pernitting a poll of ratepavers
to be taken on that question., Then an agree-
ment was arvived at with those people whs
desired to use the service. That work was
carried out at a cost of £1,250, and I be-
lieve the cost of removing the liquid waste
was reduced by a third. The new system
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was also much healthier and more sanitary.
The waste was taken away tlrough pipes
and treated at a small sewerage farm. As
the Minister has pointed ouf, he has gone
to considerable trouble preparing the Bill
that will give further powers in connection
with schemes sueh as 1 have referved to and
wken the time is ripe for towns like Katan-
mng, Whagin and Narrogin to undertake
corplete sewerage, then we shall have a
measure piving the local authorities the
opportunity to de so. My only fear is thal
the Bill now before us may he passed rather
hurriedly, There has not becn any oppor-
tuglit_v to get the opinion of the locul auth-
ority, and therefore T hope that the Minister
will delay the Committee stage. T have

munch pleasure in supporting the second
reading.

MR. LATHAM (York) f6.53]: T am
afraid I shall be out of step with other mem-
bers on this ceeasion. Personally I consider
that the Bill is heing introduced to amend
the wrong Act. T do not think the Health
Department shonld be asked o carrv out
this work. .

The Premier: They are not
work.

Mr. LATHAM: They are going to super-
vise it. It requires an engineer to supervise
this work. The better plan would have heen
to introduce what might have been termed
a e¢ountry sewerage Bill, and if it passed.
it could have been administered by the Pub-
lic Works Department. Then the loeal anth-
orities could have heen permitted to hecome
the hodies to operate it. 1 notice that the
Commissioner of Health is expected to do
all sorts of things that he is not qualified to
carry out. What does he know about engi-
neering? TUnless there is some eco-ordina-
tion between the Works Department and the
Health Department, T am afraid we are
looking for failure from the beginning. All
the Bill will do will be to allow the loeal
anthorities to instal =ewerage systems for
their towns,

The Premier: They eannot do that with-
out an amendment of the Flealth Aet.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. They could do it
just as the metropaolitan area is doing it
under n separate Aet. T should like the
country towns to have similar legislation, and
with the approval of the Governor in Coun-
al, the local bodies would he the anthorities
in eontrol.

doing the
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Mr. North: The Bill will apply 1o suburhs
also.

Mr. LATHAM: [t will apply everywhere.
Suflicient consideration has not been given
to the matter, but what I am mostly eon-
cerned ahout is that we are handing fo the
Commissioner of Health the control of the
sewerage system. From a bacteriological
point of view he may be qualified for con-
trol, but not from the engineering point of
view.

The Prewmier: He would have nothing fo
do with {hat.

Mr. LATHAM: If the Premier reads the
Rill e will see that it does not refer to en-
geering; it says that the Commissioner
shall decide, and T know the departments
as well as does the Premier.

The Premier: The Northam proposal has
heen reported upon by a special engincer
trom the Lastern States.

Mr. LATHAM: Will it be constrected
under his supervision? 1 understand it is
18 months or two years since the investiga-
tion was made. The estimated cost of the
Northam scheme is £60,000.  We should
draw public altention to what the schewe in
that town is actnally going to cost.  We
have been told that the ratepayers them-
selves will have the opportunity to cxpress
their views on the questiow, but how wmany
many people work cut exactly what the enst
is likely to be to themselves, and further
whether thev are able to weet the eost.
There is not only the capital cost of con-
straction, but the cost of house cormections,
and there will be additional water that will
have to be paid for. There must also be
o pumping plant or probably two. Auny-
one whe kuows anything about Northam is
aware that statements are published about
flands in that town at certaip periods of the
year. There are many things to he taken
into consideration. We here are concerned
hecause the Government have been asked to
guarantee the £60,000. Further, there are
the various rates to be added and in the
aggregate the cost is hound to be fairly
high, T find from the latest stakistical year
book that the population of Northam is
4,874 and that there are in the town 956
dwellings. Albany will probably require to
instal a sewerage system if the Bill goes
through. This town has a population of
3,919 and 1,033 dwellings, actually more
dwellings than Northam and nearly 1,000
fewer people. T am afraid there is no im-
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mediate chanee of Katanning carrving the
new svstem hecause additional wafer will
be requived.  The Clovernment would he
well advised fo allow the proposals to mature
a little longer,

The Premier: The Bill does not commit
us.
Mr. LATHAM: But the power is there.
I expected the Minister when introducing
the Bill, to tell us how much wmoney would
be saved. Probably there will he a saving,
but of course we are aware {hat the instal-
lation of such a system will tend to healthier
conditions.  Water will have to he taken
from the pipe line and we muost not forget
that the demand for water from Mundar-
ing is becoming greater as the pgoldfield
areas are heing hupilt up. Tt is the Na. 1
pumping =tation that will supplv the water
that Northam will require. The Northam
people bave not heen consulted about this
proposal.  Anyway I should have preferred
the Minister for Works to introduce the
Bill in which there should have been pro-
vision to enable iocal bodies outside the
metropolitan area, or on the rringe of the
metropolitan area—-those not likely to be
serverl by the city sewerage system—to in-
stal sewerage system for themselves.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LATHAM: If we were to pass the
necessary legislation and it was put under
the control of the right authority, it would
rermit many bodies outside the metropoli-
tan arca, and some within it, to put in
sewerage systems where required. One
clause of the Bill provides that the health
anthorities may formulate a scheme and
then get the approval of the Government;
and it is preseribed that the local authority
shall forward such general plan to the Com-
missioner of Public Health, who shall exa-
mine the same and may avail himself of the
assistance of any of the Government depart-
menis or their officers in the examination,
and shail afterwards report to the Minister
for Heulth. Not only is it a gnestion of
sewerage, but under the Bill we are to set
up anotner authority for drainage.  The
{lovernment do a certain amount of drain-
age, and so do the road boards and muniei-
pilities, and now we are to have the health
authorities doing a certain amount.
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Tha 1*remier: If wvou establish deep
sewerage, vou must have it under the
proper authority.

Mr. LATHAM: But the Health Depart-
went are not fhe right department for the
‘work.

The Premier: T do not think they are.

My. LATHAM: That is all right. We
migh! well ask the Minister for Health to
bring in a general Bill so that any loeal
acthority might put in a sewerage system
if thev desire it, of course after consulta-
tion with the Works Department. I am con-
cerned  that the Commissioner of Public
Health should he asked to say whether or
not we should do these things. On a pre-
vious occasion, when a lot of septic tanks
were being construeted under the latest
amendment of the Health Act, I was most
careful that none of the local authorities—
the South Perth Road Board had a plan
for putting in a large number of septic
tanks—should do anything of the sort with-
out consulting the Works Department and
the Metropolitan Water Supply Depart-
ment, for it might mean increasing the
water pipe system. At Northam if may
be found that it will necessitate relaying
quite a lot of the pipe system. We have
just extended the water supply scheme for
Geraldton, and it will become a serious mat-
ter if the local authority at Geralditon come
back on the Government to increase that
water supply. Of course it will be all right
at Northam, where the goldfields water
supply main runs through the town, but at
Geraldton, where they have a local catch-
ment, it might mean great expense to the
Government, The Minister for Railways,
who represents Geraldton, said the pipes
there were being re-laid. That might be be-
cause it is seen that more water will be re-
quired for the septic tank system. How-
ever, the last department to control these
schemnes is the Public Health Department.

The Premier: The Public Health Depart-
ment should only come in as or when such
a scheme affects publie health.

Mr. LATHAM: Quite so.

The Premier: It would be absurd for
them to have anything fo say about the con-
struction.

Mr. LATHAM: Clause 12 provides that
the local authority conecerned shall, if re-
quired by the Commissioner, furnish details
of the proposed works, with the levels
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thereof, and details of all propesed inter-
ferences with any street, road, hridge, eul-
vert or permanent structure.

The Premier: That may be necessary from
a health point of view.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not see tbat it could
be. All the Comnissioner is concerned with
is the ouflet, to see that the public health
15 not endangered.

The Premier: But the loeal authority
might get out n plan that would affest the
pithlie health.

Mr. . C. L. Smith: The Commissioner
condd wet the assistance of another depart-
ment.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt is not easy to get de-
vartments to work in with each other. The
Public ITealth Trepartment will be setting
up #n engineering branch.

The Premier: Anything of an engineering
character would be quite outside the sphere
of health activities, and would neceessarily
be referred to the Works Department.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt seems to me wrong
that the Health Department should have
anything to do with the origin of the
scheme.

The Premier: But it is not possible to do
it at all without an amendment of the
Health Act.

Mr. LATHAM: T think it is.  Just as
we have the Metiopolitan Water Supply
Sewerage and Drainage Act, so we ounght
to have a sewerage Act for the local auth-
orities and permit them to form themselves
into sewerage hoards, always keeping them
linked wp with the Works Depaviment,
which have a knowledge of what quantity
of water is available, and have the pipes
and neeessavy plant to provide a water
supply. 1 hope before Northam adopts
this scheme the loeal amthority will give
some consideration to the interests of the
ratepayers in point uvf the cost of the
scheme. Tn a western town in New South
Wales they have a system similar to the
one in Perth with the Rlters on Burswool
Tsland. The same complaint has been made
there as ha« heen mmade here.  However, T
undlerstand (hat at Northam there s to be
a sewerawe farm. sonme Lwo miles out of the
town.  Anvone who has heen to Werrihee
wili know thai that farm is a very long way
from the ecity, notwithstanding which com-
plaints arve frequently heard.

The Premier. I should lhink that at
Northaw the erude-sewage will go through
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filter heds; atherwise they could uni have jle

“farm within two miles of the town.

Mr, LATHAM: Unless they do treut the
sewage, they cannot use that land for
dairying, whereas if the sewage be pro-
perly treated, the land will have a value
fur dairying purposes. 1 will not oppuse
the Rill, but [ suggest to the Premier, in
the nbsence of the Minister for Health,
that he withdraw the Bill and ask the
Waorks Department to put wp a compre-
hensive measure dealing with the whole
qnestion.  We may have the poldiields
wanting te come in,

A, .G T Sinith: They do want to
e in.

Mr. LATHAM: The goldficlds are hetter
sntitled to n system than is Northam.

The Premiev: This 1s not for Northam
nlone.

My, LATHAM: [ know. buf the wlole
thing is under the wrong authority. Whao
1= to rheek the work of that engineer who
came over from the Fastern States? He
ay be a highly nqualified engineer, but
hiz werk ought to he checked.

The Premier; I wonld net dremn of
giving a gunarantee until satisfied on all
these points.

Mr, LATHAM:; Well, let the Works De-
partment lhiave cuntrol. You may find the
Ilealth Department setting up an engin-
eering branch for sewerage sysiems alone.

The Premier: They nre a very modest
department, with ao ambitions in  that
way.

Mr, LATHAM: T do not konow thal, but
I know they use the Works Department
when they have to teport on buildings for
public purposes, and T warn the Iouse
that the Bill will afford oppertunity for »
aonsiderable enlargemeni of the Publie
Health Department.

The Premier: We have enough engineer-

ing branches as it is,
. Mr. LATHAM:  agree that the Bill is
wanted, but we should transfer it to the
people who can econtrol it aml ean give
adviee to the Government.

The Premier: Pass the second reading
and T will examine all the points you have
raised before we go into Committee.

Mr. LATHAM: Tf the second reading is
earried, we may make a mistake that we
shall regret.

The Premier: You do not know the
Minister for Health; I should get into
trouble if I made promises in his absence,
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Mr. LATHAM: 1 am not going to op-
pose the second reading, but 1 do really
think a mistake is being made,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

BILL—STATE TRANSFORT
CO-ORDINATION,

In Commilttee.

Resmined Erom the previous day; Mr,
Sleenun  in  the Chair, the Minister for
Railways in charge of the Bill.

Clause 14—Fees for licenses:

Mr. LATHAM: Last night the Minister
suid he was going to have an amendment to
this clause drafted.

The PREATER: T move—

That further consideration of the clause be
postponed.

Motion put and passed,

Clause 15—]’assengers or goods not to be
sent by unlicensed vehieles.

Alr, LATHADM : I shall vote against this
clauge. It will include any persen who
owns a motor car or a motor truck, and
gives anyone a lift along the road. I hardly
think the Minister desives that the clause
should be so all-embracing.

The Premier: If we do not have some-
thing like that, we shall be opening the
door to passenger-carrying without the pay-
menb of any license fees.

Mr, LATHAM: I do not mind a reason-
able safeguard being imposed, but I object
to the clause as it is now worded.

The Minister for Railways: People are
constantly advertising that they are going
te some distant town, and would be glad
fo bave two or three persons as passengers
in order to cut down expenses.

Mr. LATHAM: This is one of the worst
features of the New South Wales Act. In
that State the railways have got into an
even worse finaneial position than they oecu-
pied before this protective legislation was
passed.

Hon. N. KEENAN: This clause appears
to east upon the individual, who sends goeds
by an unlicensed vehicle, the onus of know-
ing whether that vehicle is licensed or not.
There is an American touch aboot it. It
puts people upon the “hot spot” and then
waits to see what will happen to them, A
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wan may take a taxi believing it to he
licensed, but it may not be licensed, and he
may he guilty of an offence. The wording
of the clause is enfirely un-British.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is u class of agent who is always try-
ing to secure passengers for people who are
obliged to go to seme distant town, and wish
to ¢ut down expenses by taking one or two
persons who will eoniribute toward the cost
of the trip. The owners of these cars may
not he lieensed to carry passengers, and
vet they are doing so on these occasions.

Hon. N. Kecnan: But this clause covers
imnocent persons as well,

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Tt
covers any person who sends or rguses to
be sent any pussengers or good= by a vehicle
that is supposed to be licensed for that
purpose, but is not licensed. Members may
be sure that the law would he interpreted
im a veasonable manner, and would not
cause hardship in the ease of innocent per-
sons. 1F a man wants to use his ear for his
own fumily or his friends he can do so,
but it is time that people were prevented
from carrying for gain passengers theyv are
not licensed to earry,

The Premier: And it is not fair to other
people who do pay their license fec.

Mr. Latham: Why not redraft the elanse
to specify those people?

The MINTISTER FOR RATLIWAYS: A
Bill is generally drafted to cover cvery-
thing desired in a general way  withont
going ton much into detail. This elanse has
heen framed with that objeet in view.
As regards the matter of draftsianship, in
nearly all Acts of Parliament there appears
e good deal of what to the layman seems
redundant verbiage, but what is, in faet,
necessary for the effective administration of
the measure. TF a silly person brought an
niterly trivial ease before a court. he would
probably he maulet in eosts. This measure,
like other measures, will be administered rea-
sonably. The clause should pass as printed.

Mr. RODOREDA: After the Minister's
explanation the eclause shonld be supported
whole-heartedly. It refers to agents who
seek out passengers and goods to he car-
ried, so to speak, under the lap. The elanse
might well be made more drastic, so as to
include the person who does the conveyine
or transport, to the detriment of the license
holder. Such a person should be penalised.

The Minister for Railwaya: The man who
does the conveying first offers or agrees to
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convey, and therefore is included iu the
clause.

Mr. RODOREDA : I refer to the agent
for the man who does the work with the car.

The Minisfer for Railways: 1 think the
cluuse covers his case.

M. RODOREDA: Very well.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister might
agroe to the addition of some such words
as “unless it is shown that the serviec is per-
tormed without fee or reward.” Surely the
Bnglish language is not so poor a thing that
the elause eannot he made to express what
is desired. I happen to know what occurs
with vehicles not licensed for the carrviage
of passengers. The clause includes the
driver of a car who merely gives a friendly
litt along the road. That should not be an
offence.

Clause put, and a division taken with the

following resalt:—

Ayves . .. 20
Noes 16
Majority for . .. 4
AYES,
3 thier Mr, Nulsen
;il: ((}:lgllier Mr. Rodoredfu _
Mr. Cross Mr. K. C. L, Smith
M’r Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kenneally Mr, Troy
Mr. McCallum Mr, \\Pnsbrnugh
Mr. Marshall Mr. \\’n_llr:ock
Mr. Millingtpon Mr. Wise
Mr. Moloney Mr. :t"i:hers
3 Mr. Wilson
Mr. Needham (Deiler.)
NOES.
Mr. Brockman Mr. Patrick
Mr, Ferguson Mr. Piesse
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Sampson
Mr. Keenan Mr, Seward
Mr. Latham Mr. Stubbs
Mr. McDonald Mr. Warner
Mr. McLarty Mr. Welsh
. h Mr, Doney
Mr. Nort (Tetler)
PAIRS.
AYES. Nogs.
Mr. Coverler Mr. Welsh
Miss _Holman Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Lambert My, JJ. H. Smith
Mr, Mlillington Mr. Brockman
Mr. Munasie Mr Mann
Mr. Marshall Mr. Keenan

Clause thus passed.

Clause 16—agreed to.

Clause 17—Commereial goods vehicles not
to he used for passengers:

Mr. LATHAM: This is a harsh clanse,
imposing a penalty of £20. Moreover, it
is a provision which cannot be policed. A
driver returning empty after delivering a
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load cannot, under the elause, even pick up o
wan ecarrying his blankets along the road.
Many of the men who wonld be picked

up condd not afford to pay s, for the ride.

Knowing that the Committee had passed a
clause such as this, I would not dare to
take the risk and pick up a man on the
road.

The Minister for Railways: You would
nol dare to do a lot of things,

My, LATHAM: What is the use of dis-
cussing the Bill? We might just as well
stop and let it go to another place and
let them deal with it there.

The Premier: Why depend upon another
place?

Mr. LATHAM: We know that we ean
do nothing here.

My, Moloney: You have done very well
so far.

The Minister for Railways: We accepted
a lot of amendments last night.

Mr. LATHAM: We should amend the
clause so that it will definitely provide
that it shall apply only if a man aceepted
payment for the conveyance of passengers.

‘The Minister for Fmployment: Wow
conll that be proved?

Mro LATHARM: Tf you ean prove one
thing, vou ean prove another. The Gor-
ernmment could not have men going round
ihe country policing sueh a provision as
this.

The Premier: You know it would be
tmpossible to prove that a inan accepted
poyment.

The Minister for Railwavs: The man
would say, ‘“Don’t mention anything
about this,*’ and that would be the end
of it.

Mr. LATHAM: Are we passing clauses
like this just for fun? We know what is
done to-day. People are stopped on the
road, quite legitimately, by inspectors, in
the conrse of their duty. It will be pretfy
hard if a man eannot pick up a chap who
is walking along the road with his swag,
just because of a elause like this.

Mr. F, C. L, Smith: Da the insinance
companies allow people to pick np passen-
gers?

Mr. LATHAM: They do not stop them
from doing so, but should a man give an-
other a lift in his car, and through negli-
gence, cause him to swstain injuries, he is
liable for damages.
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Mr. Wise: A man will have a job to
carry his wife and family on his vehicle
if the clause is agreed to.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course, and he will
not be able to earry a parcel tor his bro-
ther. [t was for sueh vreasons that I
wanted the Bill to be referred to a seleet
commitiee, which would have saved A lot
of argument.

The Premier: But the House refunsed to
do that.

Mr. LATTIAM: And the House was un-
reasonable.

"he Premier: You cannot reflect upon
the Housze.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not; I do say mem-
hers were wrong.

"he Minister for Employment: All the
members were out of step except you.

Mr. LATHAM: If the Minister, who
knows everything, desires to say so, he is
weleoine to do s0. There is something
the Minister does not know  regarding
what he has been doing this evening. He
knows now, and he knows that what was
done was wrong.

The CHAIRMAX: Order! There is
nothing in the clause ahout what the Min-
isrer has heen doing.

Mr. LATHAM: I hope the Minister will
zive consideration o the point T have
raised. T have not been able to draft an
amendment that wonld meet the desires
of the Minister. I want fo assist him to
protect the person who is licensed.

'The MINISTER FOR BATLWAYS: T
am very surprised at the sttitude of the
Leader of the Opposition, eepecially at
his suggestion that it is useless discussing
the Bill. HHe has gone off the deep end
with a vengeance. He accused me of not
showing any consideration, and yet, for
three or four hours last night, we dis-
cussed the Bill and amendment affer
amendment was aceepted by the Govern-
ment. Now when we objeet to a small
amendment that may be foolish, the l.eader
of the Opposition says that they had
hetter leave the Bill to the Upper House
and let them put the boots in.

Mr. Tatham: I do not think you should

say anything about the Government’s
attitnde. You did not accept one amend-
ment.

The MINISTER TOR RAILWAYS: Get
hold of ‘*Votes and Proceedings’’!
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The Minister for Employment: There is
the usual amount of truth in the Leader of
the Opposition’s statement.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Apparently, because the Leader of the Op-
position did noi get his way regarding the
select committee, which would have killed
the Bill for the time being

Mr. Latham: A select committee has never
killed a Bill.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have heen a member of this House much
longer than the lieader of the Opposition,
and | know that Bills have not heen killed
in that way, but murdered!

Mr. Latham: T would not have snggesied
anything of the soxt.

The Premier: All the transport interests
wanted the Bill {o go to a select committee
for no other purpose than to kill it. I know
that mueh.

Mr. Cross: Outside infiuences!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Leader of the Opposition was ahsolately un-
warranted in his statements. I told the
House I wonld aceept any reasonable amend-
ment that would not affect the principle, and
that we would give every sueh amendment
reasonable consideration.

Mr. Latham: Will you give rcasonable
consideration to my smggestion now?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Although the Bill was introduced a week
ago, the Leader of the Opposition said he
had not had time to draft an amendment
on a comparatively simple issue such as that
under discussion.

Mr. Latham: I could bhave drafted one,
but not one acceptable to you.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member knows that there is the Crown
Law Department, and all he had to do was
to tell the officials what he wanted and the
amendment would have been drafted for
him. He has a secretary and he could have
sent him fo have the amendment drafted.

Mr. Latham: It is very simple!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Leader of the Opposition has had experi-
ence, and when he makes thai statement, T
know he means it literaily, not sarcastically.

Mr, Latham: It know it is net simple.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well, I do not know! We have the Crown
Law Department and a Parliamentary
Draftsiman for the convenience of members,
s0 that they can draft amendments in con-
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formity with Parliamentary procedure and
practice, and yet the Leader of the Opposi-
tion says he could not do it! His attitude
is entirely unreasonable. It appears to me
that therc is no desire for the Bill to be
passed, that things are to he allowed to drift
on and continme in the same old way. If
the Bill be not passed, and some ev-ordina-
tion of transport achieved, I am afraid the
State will be in Queer-street.

Mr. Latham: You are not warranted in
saying that. We did not opposed the second
reading.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Leader of the Opposition has made ail
sorts of unreasonable statements, and has
acensed me and the Government of being
unrcasonahle. Candidly and frankly, with-
out any equivocation, I say the Governmenl
wish the Bill to be passed, beeause they ave
anxious to sccure co-ordination in connec-
tion with trausport facilities. We are
anxious to give proieciion to the railways,
hut we arve not desirons of preventing others
from operaling their services. We desire
reasonahle co-ordination and regulation. We
want to protect those engaged legitimately
in various transport services from unreason-
able competition. We should know where
we stand. 1ls the Bill to he passed, or is it
to be dropped altogether? According te the
vole on the second reading, members agreed
to the principle and yet on nearly every
ciause, Opposition members are eritical and
want to move amendments. Surely the Bill
is not all bad. Opposition members are not
prepared to support any of it, apparently.

Mr. Latham: We have supported a lot
of it

The MINISTER FOR RAILVWAYS:
There was a greater need for a Transport
Bill when the Teader of the Opposition was
a Minister beecause the railways had a deficit
of between £200,000 and £300,000, princi-
pally due io unfair competition.

Mr. Latham: You know that is not right.
Tt was because we lost the timber trade.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When I left office as Minister for Railways
four years ago, all preparations had been
made then to earry out the neecessary in-
quiries with a view to intreducing a Bill em-
bodying similar principles.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I think we
are getting away from the clause.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, and from the Bill and from lots of
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things that we allowed the Leader of the
Opposition to do in obstructing the passage
of the Bill,

Mr. Latham: There was no obstruction at
all.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
should know exaetly where we stand regard-
ing the principle. We desire co-ordination
and regulation,

Mr. Latham: And prohibition.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is nothing in the Bill regarding pro-
hibition.

Mr. Latham: This clanse weans prohibi-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Bill suggests prohibition only in respect
of things that are wrong. It will prevent
eompetition that is not legitimate. On the
other hand, the Leader of the Opposition
wants:to whittle ithe provisions away until
the Bill will hecome u=ciess. He is not rea-
sonable.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minister has not
heen guite fair in his statement. We are
Jjust as anxious as he is {o pass the Bill, and
I cannot understand why he should have
worked himself up into such a rage.

Mr. Tonkin: Speak up!

Mr. Marshall: Like a little man.

Mrx. Latham: You shut up!

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member had better proceed.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: Merely because we

suggest the inclusion of a few words, the
Minister has protested aguinst any infringe-
ament of principle. All we ask is that if a
mnan gives another a lift along the road, he
shall not be liable to prosecution. If he re-
ceived payment, it would be a different mat-
ter.

The Minister for Railways: The law is
administered reasonably bhere.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We desire reasonable
protection to be provided for the railways.
We realise the gravity of the existing posi-
tion, and we want to see this co-ordination
brought about.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The clanuse places on
the owner of the vehicle all the responsi-
bility for any contruvention of its provi-
sioms, while the driver of the vehicle eseapes.
The owner may be miles away from the spot
where the driver picks up & man to give
him a lift, notwithstanding which it is the
owner, not the driver, who is penalised.
Surely when the driver commits an offence
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it is he who should be liable to the penalty,
vr at the very least he should be jointly
punished with the owner. I suggest the
driver should be included in any penalty.

Mr, MeDOXNALD: In a number of cases
the clause might prove to be harsh. Under
it, in the event ot a bush fire, the farmer
could not go out and collect fre-fighters;
vould not go around and pick up, say, any
men working on the road.

The Premier: Do you imagine that any-
body would prosccute in a case like that?

Mr, MeDONALD: It is not sufficient to
say that there shall be no prosecutions; the
point is the man is made guilty of an
offence.

The Premier: Qur Criminal Code is full
of ¢lauses that are never brought into action.

AMr. MeDONALD: But in every instance
there is some guilt involved. These cases
are creating new offences not previously
confemplated. Taking vup a man on the
road, going to help a neighbour with a bush
fire, taking a sick man to hospital—all these
things, commendable acts in the past, are
by the Bill made offences against the law.
1 do not think that people by doing inne-
cent acts should be rendered liable to be
stigmatised as offenders against the law. 1
move an amendment—

That after sub-paragraph (ii) of paragraph
(b) there De inserted °¢°(iii) in a case of
special emergency.’’

1f thai be agreed to, it will not be an
offence if a person is carried in a commer-
vinl vehicle in a speeial emergency.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
partienlarly drew the attention of the
draftsman to this, and asked him to pro-
vide thet, even if the driver received a
veward, he should not be prosecufed. 1
cited to him an aeccident at Gingin in which
a man broke his leg at 9 o'clock at night,
and a friend in town, having been rung up
by telephone, went to Gingin and brought
the man down to hospital. 1 told the drafts-
man we did not want sueh an action te he
made an offence. Becanse of that, fhe
draftsman inserted the proviso to Clanse 13.

Mr. Latham: But there is a differentia-
tion hetween vehicles there.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: At
all events, I have no objection to the amend-
ment if the hon. member thinks the proviso
to Clause 13 is not sufficient.

Mr. PIESSE: Some restriction is neces-
sary against passengers being carried by
commercial vehicles in competition with our
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Minister that
certain words

vailways, T suggest to the
he might consider including
in line 2 of the clause.

Alr. Marshall: That cannot he done.
cannot go back heyvond the amendment.

Mr. TONKIN; I suggest the amendment
requires some extra words. It should be
made to read “the person so carried is ear-
ried in a ecase of special emergency.”

Mr. MeDONALD: 1 agree that these
words should be added to the amendment,
and would like to have them incorporated
in it.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment will
be aitered accordingly.

You

Amendment put and passed; the clause
#s amended agreed fo. '

Clunses 18-23—agreed to.

Clanse 24--Power to grant, etc., appliea-
tions.

Mr. LATHAM: I move an amendment—

That in the first paragraph the words ¢ final

anQ without appeal’’ be struck out, and '‘sub-
ject to appeal to a magistrate’’ be inserted
in lieu.
If a person has a grievance hecause of the
action of the hoard with regard to his appli-
cation for a license he should be allowed to
appeal against their decision to a magis-
trate.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: A
magistrate is not likely to be infallible, any
more than the hoard would be. Because
some applicants may think that the major-
ity of the members of the hoard are wrong
in their decision, the hon. member wants
thal person to be given the right to go be-
fore a magistrate and have that decision
upset. 1 cannot agree to the amendment.

AMr, MOLONEY: I am surprised that the
Leader of the Qpposition should bave moved
such an amendment. This would mean that
a wmagistrate could upset the decision of the
board. T would remind the hon. member
that he has departed from the aititude he
took up earlier in the debate, when he said
he wanted to preserve the authority of the
board.

AMr. LATHAM: The hon. member is try-
ing to draw a red herring aeross the trail.
When I asked that the board should he
given additional power, it was to enable
them to make further investigations if re-
quired. En the case under review a man
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may he deprived of his livelihood as a re-
sult of the decision of the board, and should
be entitled to appeal against that decision
before a magistrate. Our magistrates bave
shown that they are guite competent to dis-
charge their duties.

The Minister for Works: What would a
magistrate know about matters relating to
transport?

Mr. LATHAM: This is a question not of
transport but of the fitness of a person to
receive a license. There would he no appeal
unless the applicant had a good ecase,

The Premier: There is far more than
that in it. What does a magistrate know
about the necessity for a particular serviee,
ete?

Mr. LATHAM: The hoard would be rep-
resented in the case that was heard by the
magistrate. They would not allow an appli-
cant to appeal against their decision with-
out having their side presented.

The Premier: They could only engage a
solicitor, who wonld know no more than the
magistrate.

The Minister for Railways: They would
not pursue a man to the last ditch, and they
could be termed vindictive if they engaged a
solicitor to appear on their behalf.

Mr., LATHAM: There are always two
parties to a ease, the aggrieved person and
the defendant. In a case like this the mag-
istrate would probably invite the represen-
tative of the board to appear in order that
he might hear the facts from the other side.

Mr. Moloney: You would place the board
in a pillory.

Mr. LATHAM: That interjection could
apply to eny kind of appeal from any
court.

The Minister for Railways: The board
would refuse to renew a license only for a
good and sufficient reason.

Mr. LATHAM: Sometimes the authori-
ties are officious in matters of this kind, and
it is difficult to get anything out of them.
The bhoard would be more considerate in
dealing with these questions if they knew
an appeal eould be made against their de-
cisions.

The Premier: Is there any right of ap-
peal against the decisions of the Milk
Board, which possess very great powers?

Mr. LATHAM: 1 remember the Pre-
mier, when in Opposition, putting up a
strong case against boards with autoeratic
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powers, Any bus owner or other person
applying for a license, if he had a good
case, would get a much better deal from
a board of three than from a magistrate.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . .. 12
Noes - 4 |
Majority against 9
AYES,
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Patrick
Mr. Griffiths Mr, Piesse
Mr, Latham Mr, Sampson
Mr, McDonsld Mr. Seward
Mr. McLarty Mr. Stubbs
Mr, North Mr, Doney
(Teller.)
Noea,
Mr, Clothier Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Collier Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Cross Mr. Tonkia
Mr, Cunningham Mr. Trey
Mr. Hegney Mr. Wansbrough
Mr, Kenneally Mr. Warner
Mr. MoCallum Mr. Willcoek
Mr. Molopey Mr. Wise
Mr, Neejhan Mr. Withers
Mr, Nulsen Mr., Wilsen
Mr. Raphael (Teller.)
PAIRS,
Aveg, NORS.
Mr. Welsh Mr. Coverler
Mr. J. M. Smith Miss Holman
Mr, J, H, Smith Mr., Lambert
Mr. Brockman Mr, Milllngton
Mr. J. I. Mann Mr. Munsle
Mr. Keenam Mr. Marshall

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. RODOREDA : What bearing on this
clause has ‘‘Seetion 8’' mentioned at the
beginning of the second paragraph? There
appears to be a misprint.

The JMINISTER FOR TRAILWAYS:
I'his clause was taken holus bolus from the
Traific Act, and I think the veference is
to Section 8 of that Aet. There appears
to he a mistake. 1 move un amendment—

That the words ‘'Without limiting the

powers of the board under Sectlon 8, in lines
7 and 6, be struck out.

Amendment put and passed,

My, NORTH: The seeond parvagraph ol
the clause has the effect of overriding all
existing regulations of the Tratlic Aet,
which have been fought over for yeurs.
Rerulation 193 under the Traffie Aect de-
finitely states where the various buses can
go und where they cannot go, where they
cgn pick up and where they eanmot pick
up. It would be better to let the existing
bus regulations apply, and give the pro-
posed board power, under the regulations
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clanse of the Bill, to promulgate new re-
gulations. This would moreover imply that
regulations could not be promulgated with-
out submission to Parliament. The clause
as drafted would upset all bus routes.
The Minister for Works: Bus owners
are now asking for alteration of routes.
Mr. NORTH: Yes. In fact, the clause
would undo a]l existing regulations, which
have been thrashed out after years of
argument. I move an amendment—
That all words of the clause after the word

““eight,”’ in line 6, be struck out, with a view
to the insertion of other words.

Mr, F. C. L. SMITH: Will the board
have power to preseribe conditions thac
will over-ride others already prescribed
under the Traffic Aet?

My, Latham: They will, and what is
done under the Bill will prevail.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
subelause is the same as a provision in the
‘Traftie Aet, and no hardship has resulted
in the past.

Mr. North: Will the present rvegulations
continue?

The AMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, if the board do not alter them. 1It,
after a thorough investigation into the
whole position, it appears to the board
Lhat it is necessary to effect an alteration,
thex will be able to do so.

The Minister for Works: As soon as the
board are appointed, I shall have a sheaf
of suggestions from the bus owners them-
selves to send along,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Surely the hoard should have the rizht to
vonsider the regulations, and if it is in
the interests of all concerned to do so,
they should be ahle to alter them.

Mr. Latham: Is it proposed to amend
the Traffic Act by repealing provisions that
are included in the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.

Mr. Latham: Then there will be dual
control.

Mz, Griffiths: Clause 56 affeets that posi-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Bill goes further than the Traffic Aet
which deals with traffic matters alone.
Under the Bill, co-ordination is aimed at,
which goes further than mere traffic
control. Hence the necessity for the board
to have the power set out. The probability
is that the board will not disturb regula-
tions that have proved satisfactory over
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a period of years, but will deal with those
that have heen proved unsatisfactory.

Mr, MeDONALD: Clause 33 provides
that no license shall he necessary regard-
ing commereial goods vehicles that operate
within a eertain radius of the general
post office.

The Minister for Railways: Those are
publie vehieles.

Mr. McDONALD: Should not a similar
provision be inserted with regard to buses?
Is there any prineiple involved that war-
rants differentiation with regard to buses?

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, agreed
to.

Clause 25—Conditions of omnibus

licenses:

Mr. DONEY: Perhaps the Minister will
explain the reason for the inclusion of
paragraph (d). T min not disputing the fact
that relevant industrial awards should be
observed, but surely the awards will ap-
ply, irrespective of whether the paragraph
appears in the Bill or not.

Ay, LATHAM: T do not know whether
it is proposed to use this provision as a
penalty against persons who apply for
licenses. The Arbitration Court will de-
cide whether industrial awards or agree-
ments are being observed, so why dupli-
cafe such a power?

AMr. Hegney: It merely insists upon the
law heing carried out.

Mr. TATHAM: The Arbitration Court
will see to that.

Mr. Needham: The court does not police
awards, but issues them.

Mr. LATHAM: At any rate, & complaint
will have to be lodged and I do not see
why this power should be duplicated. I
move an amendment—

That paragraph (d) be struck out.

Mr., MOLONEY: I oppose the amend-
ment, which will not do any good. The
paragraph is an indieation that the board
will see that the requirements of the law
are observed. Award rates are not alway=
cbserved to-day, and the board will see
that they do prevail. Apparently the
Leader of the Opposition does not under-
stand the functions of the Arbitration
Court or he would not say that the court
police awards.

AMr. Latham: Well, the industrial magis.
trates will do so.
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Mr. MOLONEY: Neither do the indus-
trial magistrates. That shows the hon.
member’s ignorance.

Mr. Latham: You want the enforcement
of industrial awards and agreements by an
€asy process,

Mr. MOLONEY : Now that the Leader of
the Opposition realises the position, if he
is really in earnest, he will recognise the
necessity for the paragraph. It will let
people know what is expected of them, and
the board will be asked to see that the law is
observed. No one with the interests of the
community at heart, would desire exploita-
tion or sweaiing conditions for the em-
ployees. Should there he no industrial award
operating, this will be an indicavon that
proper rates of wages mnst he paid.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Perhaps the Leader of
the Opposition will give us some proof of
his sincerity. He eniticises paragraph (d},
but conveniently skips over paragraphs (a),
(b) and (e), which are in the same category
and against which his complaint could alse
Le lodged.

The Minister for Employment: The ques-
tion of industrial awards has heeome an ob-
session with the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. NEEDHAM: And that is why we
want to call his bhluff.

Mr. Latham: A little more money for the
A W.U. and Trades Hall.

Mr. NEEDHAM: What the hon. member
knows about the Trades Hall is very little.

Mr. Hegney: It would not fill an egg cap.

The CHAIRMAN: QOrder! Tokat has no-
thing to do with the clause.

Mr. NEEDHAM: There is in existence a
competent authority to see that the things
required in paragraphs (a}, () and (c¢) are
done. The hon, memher offers no objection
to them, but he wants paragraph (d) ex-
cised,

Mr. LATHAM: I am thoroughly in earn-
est about this. The board is to issuc licenses.
Paragraph (a) deals with the type of
vehicle to be used in the transport of pas-
sengers, Paragraph (b) preseribes that the
provisions of every Act applicable to the
vehicle shall e complied with, and paragraph
(¢) provides that the vehicles shall he in-
sured. Paragrapb {(d} is for the enforce-
ment of industrial aweards and agreements.
Why should the board have to interfere with
those things? If the employees have any
grievance, the unions will take up the case.
I object to the board being made a tribunal
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to sec that awards and agreements are heing
complied with. Tt is entiraly foreign to the
legitimate work of the heard, and because of
that T wish to have paragraph (d)} struck
ouf.

Mr. CROSS: Ti is imporlant that para-
graph (d) should remain in the Bill, in the
interests not ouly of the employees hut of
the ownevs of transport services. Since the
Bill has heen hefore the House an owner
of transport trucks has asked me to see
that provision is made to ensure that an-
other owner shall be compelled to observe
award conditions. Fe said that man was
employing hoys and paying them £1 a week
and food.

The MINISTER FOR RAITLWAYS:
This provision is to be foncd in all similar
legislation in other parts of the world. Clonse
47 provides a limitation of th: time the
drivers of motor velieles may romain con-
tinuonsly on duty. All such provisions ave
similar tc Board of Trade regulations in
other activities. ‘Without parcgraph (d)
the hoard would have no control over indus-
trial conditions in transport serviees,

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed,

Clause 26—Power to board to attach econ-
ditions to Jicenses:

My, LATHAM: Will the Minister agree
to the striking out of the word “specified”
in  paragraph (d) and the substitution
therefor of the word “mnximum”?

The Minister for Railways: The board
has diseretion in this matier.

Mr. LATHAM: Very well. Will the Min-
ister give us an idea of what is meant by
paragraph (e) ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
some instances the hoard are empowered
to issue licenses at fees bhased on certain
fizures, and naturally the hoard will want
to be in possession of those figures, for
without them they will not be able to arrive
at a satisfactory hasis.

Mr, Latham: Tf we give the board that
power, they ought te be bound to secrecy.

The Minister for Railways: I have no
objection to that if the hon. member c¢an
put up a satisfactory nmendment.

AMr. LATHAM: T move an amendment—

That after ‘“board,’’ in line 2 of paragraph
(e) there he inserted ‘‘and which shall he
confidentinl documents.’
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Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I see no reason
why the statistics of fares collecied on a
hus upon which a eertain percentage must
be paid by way of license fees should be of
# confidential character.

The Minister for Railways: Whose busi-
ness s it, except the hoard’s?

Mr. F. C. I.. SMITH: 1t is the publie’s
business.

The Minister for Railways: But the hoard
are empowered to do all this on behalf of
the public.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: The public are
entitled to know the earningz on any given
route, that they might see whether the ser-
vices rendered are commnensurate with the
refurng,  The figures of the Kalgoorlie
tramways are published.

Mr. Latham: But thev have a monopoly.

Mre, F. C. L. SMITH: No, permission
has been given for a hus to run from the
Kalgoorlie Hotel to the Crown Hotel in
Bowlder. In the wetropolitan area the tak-
ings of the tramways and the percentage
paid to the loeal authority are disclosed.
The earnings of the Kalgoorlie tramways,
not only the fures but money received for
advertisements, are subject to a 3 per cent.
payment to the loeal aufhority, All these
figures ave of interest to the publie. I see
no reasen why the veturns of the husiness
derived from these licenses should not be
disclosed.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The board will be ap-
pointed to carry out certain public duties.
Information may be required for some arbi-
tration courf proceedings, or may he re-
quired for the use of Parliament, in which
case it would hecome public property. We
should be establishing a dangerous prece-
dent if we carried the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Why should we regard as confidential a
business that is operating against a public
utility, that is itself obliged to publish full
informdtion concerning its uetivities? 1
hope the amendment will not be accepted.
If we are going o foster competition
against the rnilways and tramways let us
ensure that it is fair competitior.

Mr. WISE: I am oposed to the amend-
ment. Later on in the Bill we shaii be asked
to consider the relationsbip oi aircrafi to
transport methods, and the conditions that
will apply fo them. At present we know
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nothing about the firancial operations of
companies handling aireraft in this State,
and it may he desirable that we should de
0.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 27—agreed to.

Clause 28—Period of license.

Mr. LATHAM: T move an amendment—

That the word ‘‘expire’’ he struck out, and
‘ihe remewable?’? inserted in lieu.
This would make the ¢lause less harsh in
its effect than it iz now.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes 12
Noes 19
Majority against 7
AYES.
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Patrick
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Plesse
Mr. Latham Mr. Sampson
Mr. McDonald Mr, Seward
Mr. McLarty M., Stubbs
Mr. North Mr. Doney
(Teller.)
NOES.
Mr. Clothier Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Air. Collier Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Cross Mr. Troy
Mr. Hegpey Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Willcock
Mr. McCallum Mr, Wilson
Mr. Moloney Mr. Wise
Mr., Needham Mr. Withers
Mr, Nulsen Mr. Raphael
Wi Rodoreds {Teller.)
PAIR.
AYFS. NoES.
Mr. Welsh Mr. Coverley
Mr. J. M. Smith Miss Hnlman
Mr. J. H. Smih Mr. Lambert
Mr. Brockman Aalr. Millington
Mr. J. I. Mann Mr. Munsts
Mr. Marshall

Mr. ¥eenasn

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. NEEDHAM: T
ment—

That the following words be added:—*“nnd
the fee charged shall he proportionate to the
fee charged for the full term.??

move an ameni-

1 am merely a-king that a pro rata fee
shall be charged if a license iz jssued only
for a portion of the financial year. These
fees are fairly heavy, and constitute a eon-
siderable burden unon the owners of
vehicles. It is possible already to get a
license for half the year, and I want to
open the way for d person to pay a fee for
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a proportion of the year less than six
months.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: T oppose the
amendment. At Albany there are two bus
proprietors who are running an excellent
service. Between May und November they
do not make enough for bread and butier.
Now the hon. member wants to enable com-
petitors to come in on a small fee, and do
them out of their trade when the traffic has
improved.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
de not wantk to make it poszible for people
tu ecater only for the ercam of the trafiic
to the detriment of established interests.

Mr. Tonkin: Surely the board would not
agree to that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
the board think that, say at race time, addi-
tional transport facilities might he allowed,
they wonld see to it that the fee charged
was not too low in the interests of those
who were already running the service. To
do otherwise would be obviously wunfair,

Mr, Needbam: I did not suggest anything
sn ridienlous.

The MINISTER 1OR RAILWAYS:
No; and I am sure the hon. member did
not mean anything of the kind. The board
can be relied upon to do what is fair by all
parties, and their action should not be ham-
strung,

Ay, F. C. L. SMITH: The license fee is
to be determined by the hoard, and based
on the earnings of the vehiele. Whether
the duration of the license be long or short,
if the fee is based on the earnings of the
veliicle it should be a fair proposition.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 29, 30, 31—agreed to.

Clanse 32—Commercial goods vehicle not
to operate unless licensed :

Mr. PIESSE: This is a most important
provision, The Minister should eclear up
grave doubts existing as to the need for
licensing  farmers’ trucks as commeretal
vehicles, This clause might be read in con-

junction with Clause 33, which makes ex-
eeptions from lieensing. Apparently all
farmers' trucks are to be prevented from

running on any road unless the owne:r's
place is not less than eight miles from tbe
nearest centre, or unless there is exemption
under the First Sehedule. Under those con-
ditions & farmer located at a siding eight
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miles from his market town, Katanning,
could not without a special permit carry
goods or stock to Kafanning unless it were
grist to the mill or sheep to the show; nor
eould a farmer nine miles out from Katan-
ning ecarry his produce there. Further,
there is danger in the word “solely” con-
tained in paragraph (e).

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The whole question is dealt with in the Fivst
Schedule. Tf when that schedule is reached
the hon. member considers that the excep-
tions are not sufliciently wide in the interests
of country umsers of trucks, he can move
additions. This Bill includes matters that
are not included in existing trafie logisla-
tion. .

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 33—Application of Part:

Mr. FERGUSON: There are many un-
reasonable clauses in the Bill, but this
seems {0 me the most unfair and lopsided.
The effeet it will have upon vehicles in
the eountry distriets must have been lost
sight of by the Minister. It provides that
no license shall be necessary for commer-
cia] goods vehicles that operate within a
radivs of 13 miles from the General Post
Office, or for those that opeorate solely
within a radivs of eight miles from the
place of husiness of the owner. Tn the
country distvicts goods are delivered far
more than ecight miles from the place of
business and in Bunhnry stovelecpers de-
liver goods 16 miles away. The clanse
means that if a country storvekeeper de-
livers goods morc than eight miles away,
he will have to take out an additional
license, the eost of which will be added to
the price of the goods delivered.

Mr. Latham: And who will police such
a provision?

Mr. FERGUSON: It will be very diffi-
cult. There should be ne differentiation
between the metropolis and the eountry
district. 1 move an aimendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (b) ‘‘eight’’

be struck out aur the word ‘“fifteen’’ inserted
in lieu.

Mr. RODOREDA: I support the amend-
ment. Rather than penalise the country
disiriets, we should give them an advan-
tage compared with the metropolitan area.
Already through the mail order system, big
business concerns in the city are slowly
strangling the eountry storekeepers,
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have n¢ objection to the amendment.

Mr. PIESSE: T do not know that even
the amendment will deal with the diffieulty
[ have already drawn attention to. A man
may have to travel 40 or 50 miles to his
market.

The Minister for Railways: You ean deal
with that in the First Sehedule.

Mr. WISE: T want some information
from the Minister regarding this clause.
Will it mean that all goods carted from
Fremantle to Perth will he conveved in
vehicles not licensed under the Bill?

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. LATHAM: I move an amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (¢) ‘‘solely’’
he struck out and the word “‘principally’’ in-
serted in lieu.

As the paragraph stands, it will mean that
if a commercial goods vehicle is used for
any purpose other than those mentioned
in the First Schedule, an extra license will
have to be proeured.

The Minister for Railways: What else
can he earry?

Mr. LATHAM: He may find it neeessary
to go into the town empty.

The Minister for Railways: He would not
he carryving anything at all then.

Mr. LATHAM: But he is not permitied
to go on the road at all. And if he were
carrying stores to the mines, he would not
be permitted to carry wood to the mines.
Tt onght to read “principally used” instead
of “solely used.” We have it in the Traf-
fic Act.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. RS
Noes .. .. ‘. . 6
Majority for .. .. 18
AYEB,

Mr. Clothier Mr. Raphael

Mr, Collier Mr. Sampson

Mr. Ferguson Mr, Seward

Mr. Kennenlly Mr. F. G. L. Smith

Mr. Latham Mr. Stubbs

Mr. MceCalium Mr, Thorn

Mr. Mc¢Donald Mr. Troy

Mr. McLarty Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. North Mr. Willeock

Mr. Nulsen Mr. Wilson

Mr. Patrick Mr, Wise

Mr. Piease Mr. Doney

{Teiler.}
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NOEKS.
Mr. Rodoreds
Mr, Withers
Mr. Needbam
(Teller.)
Amendment thus passed; the clause, as

amended, agreed to.

Mr, Cross
Mr. Hegney
Mr. Moloney

Clauses 34 to 37—agreed to.

Clause 38—Conditions of
roods vehicle lieense:

Mr. LATHAM: This is the sworst thing
[ have seen in any Bill.

The Premier: No, your colleague said the
other was the worst.

Mr. LATHAM: It is asking the board to
do the impossible. How can the board go
around all over the country, from Shark
Bay to Esperance and out to the South
Australian border, to find ont whether a man
driving a truck has been on duty more than
five hours., I move an amendment—

eommerecial

That paragraph (e) be struck out.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following resull:—

Ayes .. .. .. -
Noes .. - .. .. 19
Majority against .. .. 8
AYES.

Mr. Fergusen Mr. Piesse

Mr. Latham Mr. Sampson

Mr. M¢Donpld Mr. Seward

Mr. McLarty Mr. Stubbs

Mr. North Mr. Doney

Mr. Patrick i Teller)

Noea

Mr. Clothler Mr. Rodoreda

Mr. Collier Mr. F. C. L. Smith

Mr, Cross Mr. Tonkln

Mr. Hegney Mr. Troy

Mr. Kenneally Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. McCallum Mr. Wlllcock

Mr. Meloney Mr. Wige

Mr. Needham Mr, Withers

Mr. Nulsen Mr. Wilson

Mr. Raphael (Telery

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 39 to 42—agreed to.

Clause 43—Commereial goods vehicles to
be registered as motor vehicles:

Mr. LATHAM: Is i proposed to re-enact
Sections 10 and 10a of the Traffic Act?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
this Bill passes we will re-enaet Seetions 10
and 10a of the Traffic Act for six months
gs from the 1st January, but if the Bill is
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not passed those sections will be re-enacted
for 12 months,

Mr. Sampson: What is meant by “pro-
perly licensed”

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: A
person may be licensed under one seetion of
the Traffic Act and not under another. He
must e licensed under every section that
has a hearing npon his license,

Clauge put and passed.

Clanse 44—Aireratt not to operate unless
licensed:

My, LATHAM: 1 hope the Government
realise what they are doing hyv the inclusion
of aireraft in this measure. Every nation
ix doing what is ¢an to encourage aiverafl.
Certain voutes are operated in this State at
great expenze to the people of Australia.
Fmediately the State legistates for aircralt
and exacts from them certain fees, it will
be a definite instruction to the Common-
wealth Parliament to withdraw their sub-
sidy.

The Premier: I am most anxious that the
present subsidy should be withdrawn, he-
caunse the taxpavers of Australia are being
rohbed for the serviee they are getling.

Mr. LATHAM: There is no more cfficient
service in the world thian that operating in
the north, and from the west to the east.

The Premier: The subsidy is being with-
drawn at the end of the contract; that is
when the overseas subsidy starts,

Mo LATHADM: I know that tenders elose
about the end of the vear.

The Premier: That is, for the oversea
contract.

Mr. LATHAM: 1t is not staied that
there will ne longer he any subsidy for the
service in Western JAustralia. We have the
hest trained pilots in the world operating
our air routes. We provide nothing for
the air-eraft. Even the grounds are pro-
vided and maintained by the Conimonwealth
Government.

The Minister for Railways:
them.

Mr. LATHAM: T do not know of any
that are being looked after by the State.

The Premier: We bore the cost of pre-
paring the ground a: Marble Bar, and are
thinking of paying the cost of an all-the-
vear-round ground at Wyndham.

Mr. LATHAM: When I was Minister for
Lands, the Commonwealth obtained from

Only =ome of
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this State reserves for landing grounds;
and we spent no money whatever on those
grounds.  There is no unfair competition
of aireraft with railways, the charges of
the former being so much higher.  The
Minister for Health, if he were here, wounld
nphold the aireraft service, which he de-
sircs to extend to the North. Further, the
cheapest and most useful form of defence
is aireraft.

Mr. Wise: This provisien applies only
south of the 26th parallel.

Mr. LATHAM: But the tvansportation
of guads and passengers is Lrom here. The
clause applies to any aiveraft ecoming south
of that parallel. Let us not make the re-
grettable error of butting in on the aireraft
service. [ hope the clause will be negatived.

The MINISTER JFOR RAILWAYS:
The Bill is designed to co-ordinate all
formns of transpart. A few yenrs age motor
cars were not thought to be an effective
competitor in transport. Let us not make
the same mistake regarding aiveraft. The
license fee to be charged to aiveraft is purely
nominal, for the purpose of regisiration.
Aiveraft itineravies will not be affected in
any degree by this measure. In a few years
aireraft may become serious competitors in
transport. It is a matter of Australian
public policy to encourage aircraft, and the
hoard will not hamper aerial services.

Mr. Latham: We are duplicating control
by this clause. The Commonwealth already
have control.

The MINISTER TFOR RATLWAYS:
We must have some little control in the
licensing of airerafi. It is not anticipated
that the board will fake drastic action in
regard to aireraft, seeing that the cost of
transport hy air is so heavy.

Mr. Latham: Then let the aircraft alone.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: At
the present junciure it may not he neces-
sary to do mueh in the way of regulatmg
aireratt. However, it is an important form
of transport, aud the board should have
power to co-ordinate or regulate it in the
interests of the eountry. Regulation by ihe
hoard might also be essential in the interests
of aireraft. The board might feel called
upon to prevent competition which would
render an air service unprofitable.

Mr. Lathain: Have you consulted
Commonwenlth authorities about this?

the
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My Rapluel : Py ihe Commeonwealth
avthorities consult us nbout angthing they
do?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Not in the slightest,

Mr. Latham: Unfortunately they are the
superior amthority.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Where our powers of legisiation confliet
with theirs, the Commonwealth are para-
mount and we cannot do anything rvegardiog
ihat.

I'rogress reported.

MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

House adjonrned qt 10.53 pom,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, TRAINING
COLLEGE.

Hou, H, J. YELLAND asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Is it the intention of the Gov-

ernment to re-open the Claremont Training
College atter the Christmas vacation! 2
{a) If so, will it he residential? (b) If nut
residential, what provizion will be made for
attending country teachers? 3, (a) Have

[78]
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the Government considered the advisability
of supplyving the necessary lectures through
the Untiversity to obviate the opening of the
college? (b) If so, what would be the ecost
to the department! 4, What expenditnre is
it anticipated will he ineurred by the re-
opening of the college? 5, Has the Uni-
versity snbmitted a scheme for the traipning
of teachers! 6, Has the Teuchers’ Union,
or any other hody. officer. or person <ubmit-
ted a report on the re-opening ot the col-
lege?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1 to
6, The whole matter of the immediate future
of the Training College is now receiving the
speeial consideration of the Government, in
the light of all the information received
from various sounrces, hut no definite deci-
sion has vet been reached.

QUESTION—MINISTERIAL
TRAVELLING ALLOWANCES.

llon. k. H. H. HALL asked the Chief
Secvetury: Having regard to the resolution
carried by the Legislative Couneil on the
24th October last, relative to Ministerial
travelling allowances, etc.,, can he indicate
when the particulars will he made available
to members !

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied: Teo
prepare the desived information requires the
examination of a very large number of
vouchers over each of the years mentioned
i the resolution, and naturally takes a great
deal of time. When the return has heen
completed it will be presented to the House.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read natifving assent to the undermen-
tioned Bills:—

1, Yuna-Dartmoor Railway,

2, Southern Cross Southwards Railway.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY ilon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [4.38]: Dwring the course
of my speech in reply to the debate on the
second reading of the Forests Aet Amend-
ment Bill, T promized to obtain certain in-
formation for members. | now have the in-



